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All the Agents and Saints 
Dispatches from the U.S. Borderlands 
 
Author: Stephanie Elizondo Griest 
Publication Date: July 10, 2017 
Description: Approximately 288 pages, 3 maps, notes 
 
 
Key Points: 

• South Texas is the nation’s foremost crossing ground for 
undocumented workers, many of whom perish along the way  
 

• When Elizondo Griest relocates to the New York/Canada borderlands, 
she realizes the parallel existence of the Mohawks from the 
Akwesasne Nation 
 

• Documents the cultural, political, and existential impact of these international borderlines on 
Tejanos and Mohawk Indians from an insider’s perspective 

 
• The author is a native Tejana who melded seven years reporting into a fusion of literary 

journalism, travel writing, and memoir that is an elegantly composed and highly accessible read 
 

• First work of creative nonfiction to address both the northern and southern borders of the United 
States revealing that life along any border shares many common features 
 

• A meditation on the existential impact of international borderlines by illuminating the spaces in 
between 

 
 
 

Audio rights to Blackstone Audio (2016)  
 
 
 

Stephanie Elizondo Griest (M.F.A., University of Iowa, 2012) is assistant professor and the Margaret 
R. Shuping Fellow of Creative Nonfiction at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is also 
the author of Around the Bloc: My Life in Moscow, Beijing, and Havana (Villard/Random House, 2004), 
Mexican Enough: My Life between the Borderlines (Washington Square Press/Simon & Schuster, 
2008), and 100 Places Every Woman Should Go (Travelers’ Tales, 2007, also available in Spanish, 
Portuguese, and Korean). 
 
 
 
“Stephanie Elizondo Griest takes the reader with her on an exploratory journey that examines the 
histories and lifestyles within the Borderlands. Her stories are colorful and descriptive, and it's 
refreshing to see a writer become engaged within our community as an independent third party.”  
--Brian David, former subchief of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne 
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All the Agents and Saints 
Dispatches from the U.S. Borderlands 
 
 
Notes from the Author: 
• This book investigates myriad issues pertinent to Spanish- and French-speaking readers in Mexico 

and Canada (particularly Quebec), including: immigration, drug trafficking, arms trafficking, the 
cigarette trade, indigenous sovereignty, the rights of First Nations, the Idle No More Movement, 
environmental injustice, Catholicism, mysticism, the cults of La Virgen de Guadalupe and the 
Mohawk Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, the Oka rebellion in Montreal, Quebec, gambling on native 
nations, the legacy of Indian Residential Schools in both Canada and the United States, and more.  
 

• Section I: The Texas-Mexico Borderlands would be of great interest to Mexican readers and 
Spanish-speaking readers in general, covering such issues as colonias (Chapter II: The Rebel); the 
cult of the Virgen de Guadalupe, La Malinche, and La Llorona (Chapter III: The Venerable); 
environmental injustice due to the petrochemical industry (Chapter IV: The Activist & The 
Ordinance); the drug war (Chapter V: The Bonder & The Dealer); the U.S. Border Patrol (Chapter 
VI: The Agents); the American Border Wall (Chapter VII: The Wall); undocumented immigration 
(Chapter VIII: The Chokepoint); and Catholic mysticism (Chapter X: The Healing).  
 

• Section II: The New York-Canada Borderlands would be of great interest to Canadian readers in 
both English and French, covering such issues as the smoke trade (Chapter XII: The Trade); the 
near civil-war over gambling at Akwesasne (Chapter XIII: The War); the celebration of the 
canonization of Mohawk Saint Kateri Tekakwitha at a church on the Kahnawake Nation near 
Montreal (Chapter XIV: The Saint); environmental injustice due to the influx of heavy industries like 
GM, ALCOA, and Reynolds (Chapter XV: The Activist & The Obelisk); the Idle No More Movement 
that united the Aboriginal people of Canada in 2012-2014 (Chapter XVI: The Movement); the 
transgenerational trauma triggered by a century and a half of Indian Residential School in Canada 
(Chapter XVII: The Mother Tongue); the Three Nations Crossing Bridge and its impact on Mohawk 
sovereignty at Cornwall, Canada and Cornwall Island, Akwesasne (Chapter XVIII: The Bridge); drug 
trafficking across the New York/Canada border at Akwesasne (Chapter XIX: The River); and the 
traditional Longhouse ceremonies of the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy (Chapter XX: The 
Words That Come Before All Else).  
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Defiant Braceros 
How Migrant Workers Fought for Racial, Sexual, and 
Political Freedom 
 
Author: Mireya Loza 
Publication Date: September 6, 2016 
Description: 254 pages, 14 halftones, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Carefully differentiates between the experiences of Spanish-speaking 
guest workers and the many Mixtec, Zapotex, Purhepecha, and 
Mayan laborers 

 
• Incorporates into one study the braceros’ transnational union organizing efforts, the sexual 

economies of both gay and straight workers, and the ethno-racial boundaries among Mexican 
indigenous workers 
 

• Gives historical context to the lived experience of the original Mexican guest workers and, in so 
doing, illuminates contemporary debates around immigration reform in the U.S. 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Chapter 1 is the history of Mexican indigenous migration and the guest worker program—a 
program still relied on heavily by Canada (the UK and Germany also rely on guest workers from 
other areas of the world). 

• Chapter 2 covers the histories of migration and sexuality, specifically outlining the key role that 
Mexico played in the Bracero Program, which was later replicated by the United Arab Emirates 
in its guest worker program. 
 
 

Mireya Loza (Ph.D., Brown University, 2011) is a curator in the Division of Political History at the 
National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution. 
 
 
“Defiant Workers is an accessible, original, and deeply researched analysis of the Bracero Program, written 
by the most accomplished oral historian of braceros in the United States and Mexico. Loza builds upon, and 
goes well beyond, recent studies, advancing a portrayal of braceros as “deviants” who pushed against 
expectations and challenged the governmental logic surrounding the program from the 1940s into the early 
twenty-first century. This is the best book written on the topic.” --Stephen Pitti, Yale University  
 
“Defiant Braceros is unique in that it both signals original arguments concerning the diversity of the bracero 
population and demonstrates how the effort over the last twenty years to create the ‘ideal bracero’ has 
sanitized and shaped the public memory of the program and its workers. In examining the ‘deviant’ nature of 
this diversity, Loza brings the braceros into full view where one can see that these workers were often 
defiant in the face of intense discrimination and exploitation as transnational workers without a country 
looking out for their well-being and security.” --George Sanchez, University of Southern California 
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The Free State of Jones 
Mississippi’s Longest Civil War 
 
Major Motion Picture U.S. release on June 24, 2016.  
Worldwide release dates vary. http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1124037/ 
 
Author: Victoria E. Bynum 
Publication Date: January 25, 2016 with new afterword by the author  
Description: 352 pages, 32 halfones, 10 maps, 4 tables, timeline, 
9 genealogical charts, notes, bibliography, index. Originally published 
in 2001. 
 
Key Points: 

• Uncovers the fascinating true history of this Mississippi Unionist stronghold, widely believed to have 
seceded from the Confederacy, and the mixed-race community that evolved there by iercing through 
the myths that have shrouded the "Free State of Jones" 
 

• Shows how the legend—what was told, what was embellished, and what was left out—reveals a 
great deal about the South's transition from slavery to segregation; the racial, gender, and class 
politics of the period; and the contingent nature of history and memory 
 

 

 
  

 
Italian language rights to Piemme/Mondadori (2015) 

Complex Chinese language rights to Shui-Ling Culture & Books Ltd (2015) 
British Commonwealth rights to Duckworth Ltd (2015) 

Audio rights to Audible (2015) 
Book club rights to History Book Club (2015) 

 
Victoria E. Bynum (Ph.D., University of California, 1987) is Distinguished Professor Emeritus of history at Texas 
State University, San Marcos. She is author of The Long Shadow of the Civil War: Southern Dissent and Its Legacies 
(University of North Carolina Press, 2013) and Unruly Women: The Politics of Social and Sexual Control in the Old 
South (University of North Carolina Press, 1992). 
 
 
“Well researched.” --New York Times Book Review 
 
“Bynum's deeply researched and well-written book unravels the historical and sociological significance of the Piney 
Woods region of southeastern Mississippi. . . Powerful, revisionist, and timely, Bynum's book combines superb 
history with poignant analysis of historical memory and southern racial mores.”  --CHOICE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     

Gary Ross, director of The Hunger Games 
and Seabiscuit, wrote the screenplay and 
directs this Civil War story of a defiant 
Southern farmer who rebels against the 
war, and founds a mixed race community in 
his new “Free State of Jones.” Starring 
Matthew McConaughey, Gugu Mbatha-
Raw and Keri Russell. 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1124037/
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Gertrude Weil 
Jewish Progressive in the New South 
 
Author: Leonard Rogoff 
Publication Date: April 3, 2017 
Description: Approximately 368 pages, 20 halftones, notes, index 

 
 
Key Points: 

• First biography of Gertrude Weil, a southern Jewish woman who 
passionately devoted her long life to the salient causes of her age 

 
• Weil was the confidante of an astonishing range of prominent 

individuals, from Carrie Chapman Catt, national leader of the woman’s 
suffragist movement; to Frank Graham, university president and U.S. Senator; to Eleanor 
Roosevelt; to Henrietta Szold, founder of Hadassah, the world’s largest Zionist organization  
 

• Weil served as president of the North Carolina Equal Suffrage League, worked for the 
Legislative Council of North Carolina, and established the North Carolina League of Women 
Voters  

 
• She campaigned against lynching, convened a biracial council in her home, and in her eighties 

desegregated a swimming pool by diving into the pool headfirst  
 

• Highlights how Weil related to the broader Jewish-American experience, underscoring how her 
experience as a southern Jew equipped her to make a unique contribution to the redress of 
injustice in America 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• Weil was the daughter of a German immigrant who worked assiduously to save her German 
family from the Holocaust. 

• Weil and her mother were early Zionists, friends of pioneering Zionist Henrietta Szold.   
• Chapters of particular interest to Germany: 

o Chapter 1. My Dear Ones: German, Jewish, and Southern (German immigrant 
acculturation) 

o Chapter 9. The Terrible News in Each Morning’s Paper: The War Abroad and at Home 
(Holocaust impact on an German-Jewish American family) 

o Chapter 10. My Kinship with All Other Jews: Jews, Judaism, and Zionism (impact of 
German thought on Reform Judaism) 

• Chapters of particular interest to Israel:  
o Chapter 1. My Dear Ones: German, Jewish, and Southern (Jewish acculturation, 

synagogue formation, early Zionism)  
o Chapter 5. Greater Heights of Spiritual Achievements: A Jewish Light unto the Nations 

(Jewish community development) 
o Chapter 9. The Terrible News in Each Morning’s Paper: The War Abroad and at Home 

(Holocaust impact on a German-Jewish American family) 
o Chapter 10. My Kinship with All Other Jews: Jews, Judaism, and Zionism 
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Gertrude Weil 
Jewish Progressive in the New South 
 
 
Leonard Rogoff (Ph.D., University of North Carolina, 1976) is a research historian for the Jewish 
Heritage Foundation of North Carolina. He is also the author of Down Home: Jewish Life in North 
Carolina (University of North Carolina Press, 2010), A History of Temple Emanu-El, Weldon, North 
Carolina: An Extended Family (Jewish Heritage Foundation of North Carolina, 2007), and Homelands: 
Southern Jewish Identity in Durham-Chapel Hill and North Carolina (University of Alabama Press, 
2001). 
 
 
“This first major biography of Gertrude Weil tells the story of an amazing southern Jewish New Woman 
who lived virtually all of her life in the house in which she was born but whose impact reverberated 
throughout much of her home state of North Carolina and, to a certain extent, on the national scene. In 
Weil’s story we see the power of localism, sisterhood across religious boundaries, intellectual and 
political commitments, and wealth used to advance and improve society. It also reveals dimensions of a 
blend of religious and familial devotion that helped to secure Weil against the prejudices of anti-
Semitism and the seductions of Christian universalism.” --Deborah Dash Moore, author of Urban 
Origins of American Judaism 
 
“Illuminating a wide swath of American life, Leonard Rogoff’s Gertrude Weil draws deeply on historical 
archives as well as interviews with family, friends, neighbors, and associates of Weil to tell the story of 
this unique, vibrant reformer. The book makes an important contribution to our understanding of 
political and social life in the South, Jewish history, women’s history, and the history of race relations 
and social justice in America.”  --Joyce Antler, author of The Journey Home: How Jewish Women 
Shaped Modern America 
 
“Leonard Rogoff’s biography of the fascinating and complex Gertrude Weil sheds light on numerous 
important subjects, from the changing roles of women and the progressive tradition in the South to the 
history of religion in America.” --Mark B. Bauman, author of Harry H. Epstein and the Rabbinate as 
Conduit for Change and editor of Southern Jewish History 
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The Virgin Vote 
How Young Americans Made Democracy Social, Politics 
Personal, and Voting Popular in the Nineteenth Century 
 
Author: Jon Grinspan 
Publication Date: May 9, 2016 
Description: 264 pages, 19 halftones, 1 figure, 4 tables, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 

 
 

Key Points: 
• There was a time when young people were the most 

passionate participants in American democracy. In the second half of the nineteenth century—
as voter turnout reached unprecedented peaks—young people led the way, hollering, fighting, 
and flirting at massive midnight rallies 
 

• Drawing on hundreds of diaries and letters of diverse young Americans—from barmaids to 
belles, sharecroppers to cowboys—this book explores how exuberant young people and 
scheming party bosses relied on each other from the 1840s to the turn of the twentieth century  
 

• Explains why this era ended so dramatically and asks if aspects of that strange period might be 
useful today 
 
 

Jon Grinspan (Ph.D., University of Virginia, 2013) is a historian of American democracy, youth, and 
popular culture. He is curator of political history at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American 
History and a frequent contributor to the New York Times. 
 
http://www.wsj.com/article_email/long-before-the-bernie-bros-1471303562-lMyQjAxMTA2NTE2NjcxOTYyWj 
 
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/08/22/smithsonians-political-artifacts-of-2016 
 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/10/opinion/campaign-stops/virgins-booze-and-american-
elections.html?ref=opinion&_r=2  
 
 
“[A] period chronicled in vivid and loving detail. . . . Plunges readers into a pulsating political culture 
long vanished.” --Wall Street Journal 
 
“A useful historical look at how strong the youth demographic can be.” --Kirkus Reviews 

 
“Readers will learn about some of the forces that brought Abraham Lincoln to office and shaped the 
United States’ post-Civil War political scene.” --Civil War News 
 
“Vividly written and persuasively argued, The Virgin Vote illuminates the parallel development of 
nineteenth-century political parties on a national scale with the recruitment of eager young people as 
essential political actors. Eloquent and insightful, Jon Grinspan recovers a lost world of political 
engagement as popular entertainment, which inspired voters and sustained democracy.” --Alan Taylor, 
author of The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772–1832 

https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=0vbUf_TViYpUp9koyVBPgloLOqwm2xLwo1k-FlButydwEpIUqcbTCAFodHRwOi8vd3d3Lndzai5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZV9lbWFpbC9sb25nLWJlZm9yZS10aGUtYmVybmllLWJyb3MtMTQ3MTMwMzU2Mi1sTXlRakF4TVRBMk5URTJOamN4T1RZeVdq
https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=Q38MEHb76OY-rZ_zSUhwV1H4DyZFgDuPVCHTyeo2ophwEpIUqcbTCAFodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm5ld3lvcmtlci5jb20vbWFnYXppbmUvMjAxNi8wOC8yMi9zbWl0aHNvbmlhbnMtcG9saXRpY2FsLWFydGlmYWN0cy1vZi0yMDE2
https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=dI4tiVOAFPn00DF-y9uXTpr3RzFhSHS0Mt0yTiDiiv9wEpIUqcbTCAFodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMTYvMDQvMTAvb3Bpbmlvbi9jYW1wYWlnbi1zdG9wcy92aXJnaW5zLWJvb3plLWFuZC1hbWVyaWNhbi1lbGVjdGlvbnMuaHRtbD9yZWY9b3BpbmlvbiZfcj0y
https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=dI4tiVOAFPn00DF-y9uXTpr3RzFhSHS0Mt0yTiDiiv9wEpIUqcbTCAFodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMTYvMDQvMTAvb3Bpbmlvbi9jYW1wYWlnbi1zdG9wcy92aXJnaW5zLWJvb3plLWFuZC1hbWVyaWNhbi1lbGVjdGlvbnMuaHRtbD9yZWY9b3BpbmlvbiZfcj0y
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The Voyage of the Slave Ship Hare 
A Journey into Captivity from Sierra Leone to  
South Carolina 
 
Author: Sean M. Kelley 
Publication Date: May 2, 2016 
Description: 304 pages, 11 halftones, 12 tables, 3 maps, notes, 
appendix, bibliography, index 
 
Key Points: 

• First book of its kind to trace an entire cohort of slaves from capture to 
sale in the U.S., shedding new light on aspects of the slave trade 
process 

    
• Engagingly written and reliant on compelling historical details, the book paints a vivid picture of 

The Hare’s transatlantic voyage 
 

• Introduces new ideas about the African Diaspora and the communities of Africans that formed 
or persisted in or near the areas where captives were sold into slavery 

 
Notes from the Author:  

• Chapters 3 and 4 cover The Hare’s activity in Sierra Leone and its connection to the nearby 
nations of Guinea and Liberia. 

• Chapter 5 describes The Hare’s time in Barbados and the Caribbean. 
• Chapter 8 is devoted to exploring the influence and existence of African cultures in South 

Carolina, similar to their cultural influence in Brazil, Cuba, Jamaica, and others.  
 

Sean M. Kelley (Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin, 2000) is senior lecturer in history at the University 
of Essex. He is the author of Los Brazos de Dios: A Plantation Society in the Texas Borderlands, 1821–
1865 (Louisiana State University Press, 2010). 
 

Audio rights to Tantor Audio (2016) 
Book club rights to History Book Club (2016) 

 
“An important book that not only shows how the slave trade operated, but also provides a clearer picture of 
the victims' origins, language, and methods of survival.” --Kirkus Reviews 
 
“Offers readers a devastating picture of the practices that ravaged West African societies while forming the 
foundation of colonial America’s economy.” --Publishers Weekly 
 
“Sean Kelley uses a single voyage to re-create the experience of the slave trade for the 200 or so blacks 
and whites directly affected by this transatlantic venture on a small sloop. Incredibly, in this intensive study 
of the Hare, Kelley is able to keep the big picture and the context clear on every page.  A wide range of 
readers will draw on this book, as it is one of the very few successful microhistories in any field.” --David 
Eltis, Emory University 
 
“Sean Kelley successfully explores a single ship and its forced migration of Africans to South Carolina as a 
means to understand slavery and the reduction of Africans to a life of bondage in North America. The book 
adds to the tradition of works that attempt to break the silence about the individual lived experiences of 
‘slaves’ who came from Africa. The scholarship here is impeccable.” --Paul Lovejoy, York University 
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Boss Lady 
How Three Women Entrepreneurs Built Successful Big 
Businesses in the Mid-Twentieth Century 
 
Author: Edith Sparks 
Publication Date: April 24, 2017 
Description: Approximately 304 pages, 15 halftones, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• First book to focus on mid-twentieth-century female entrepreneurs in 
large-scale manufacturing enterprises 

 
• Traces the business careers of three women—Tillie Lewis (founder of Flotill Products), Olive 

Ann Beech (co-founder of Beech Aircraft), and Margaret Rudkin (founder of Pepperidge 
Farm)—who started their own manufacturing companies in the 1930s and later sold them to 
major corporations and became the first female corporate board members  
 

• Because scholars of women and business have mainly focused on small-scale proprietors and 
on women in certain industries, the stories of Lewis, Beech, and Rudkin offer a unique look at 
what it took to fight convention and become successful female entrepreneurs in big business  
 
 

Notes from the Author:  
• Business history is global history, and we look to other national contexts to help deepen our 

understanding of our own. 
• Women’s challenges in the world of large-scale manufacturing in the U.S. are relevant to those 

seeking to understand the challenges of women in other countries.   
• Chapter 1—Entrepreneurial Pathways: Men helped women in their family to become 

entrepreneurs, a story repeated in many European and South American contexts. 
• Chapter 2—Government and Women’s Business Ownership: The role of U.S. government loan 

and contract programs were critical to these three female entrepreneurs, and this chapter 
documents their resistance to federal tax programs and expanded federal regulation of 
businesses. 

• Chapter 3—Labor Management Relations: The U.S. has a history of businesses coalescing 
against labor, especially during the mid-20th-century. The book describes how women helped to 
construct the anti-union, anti-big government, pro-business agenda and culture of the post-war 
period in the U.S.   

• Chapter 4—Gender as Brand Management: The strategic use of gender stereotypes by these 3 
women to brand their products. 

• Chapter 5—Women and Business Valuation—Asserting Self-Worth: Makes a unique 
contribution to the way we think about how women “lean in” to business opportunities—today 
and in the past.  
 
 

Edith Sparks (Ph.D., University of California, 2000) is associate professor of history at University of the 
Pacific. She is also the author of Capital Intentions: Female Proprietors in San Francisco (University of 
North Carolina Press, 2006).  
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Engines of Innovation 
The Entrepreneurial University in the Twenty-First 
Century, Second Edition 
 
Author: Holden Thorp and Buck Goldstein 
Publication Date: August 12, 2013 
Description: 200 pages, notes, index 
 
Key Points: 

• Articulates a firm vision of the critical role of the university in resolving the 
world's pressing problems and the importance of entrepreneurship in that effort 

 
• Draws on examples of best practices and successful projects from the best universities, 

including recent endeavors in licensing and online education 
 
• Provides practical suggestions for creating leadership and institutional structures that foster 

innovation in the academy 
 
Further Notes: 
 Thorp and Goldstein make the case for the pivotal role of research universities as agents of 
societal change. They argue that universities must use their vast intellectual and financial resources to 
confront global challenges such as climate change, extreme poverty, childhood diseases, and an 
impending worldwide shortage of clean water. They provide a practical guide for leading institutions to 
make the most of the opportunities available to be major players in solving the world's biggest problems. 
According to the authors, entrepreneurship is a way of thinking that demands innovation, contains the 
ability to respond to opportunities created by rapid change. Through entrepreneurship, universities 
more successfully attain their goal of agents of societal change. 
 The second edition addresses recent developments in education and entrepreneurship at 
universities, including innovative licensing strategies and developments in online education. They also 
explore the importance of the Arts and Sciences to the teaching of entrepreneurship and the role of 
money in University entrepreneurship. 

 
 

Simplified Chinese rights to Shanghai Scientific & Technological Education Publishing House (2016) 
 
 
Holden Thorp (Ph.D., California Institute of Technology, 1989) is provost of Washington University in 
St. Louis. Previously, he served as Chancellor of UNC-Chapel Hill. Thorp gained entrepreneurial 
experience in developing business ventures from his academic research. 
Buck Goldstein (J.D., University of North Carolina, 1976) is the University Entrepreneur in Residence 
and a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Economics at UNC. After graduating from UNC Law School, 
he founded his own media company and later worked in new ventures at Mellon Bank. 
 
 
“A growing chorus of voices is insisting that the world's great problems will be solved only through 
innovative thinking and that such thinking can best be found at the research university. Right at the 
forefront of this group are Holden Thorp . . . and Buck Goldstein . . . and they lay out a persuasive case 
in Engines of Innovation.” --BizEd 



Business 

 

 

No More Work 
Why Full Employment Is a Bad Idea 
 
Author: James Livingston 
Publication Date: October 3, 2016 
Description: 128 pages, notes 
 
Key Points:  

• Asserts that the prospect of full employment is gone for good 
 
• Examines how our society might endure an increasingly job-scarce future 

 
• Explores the past and future of labor, vividly sketching how Americans 

came to regard work as the only way to create our identities, how the 
promise of full employment fell apart in the run-up to the Great Depression, and how we will define 
our lives once we finally accept that the jobs we used to rely on simply aren’t coming back 

 
• Serves as both an elegy for the value of an old-fashioned job and a thought experiment charting a 

new America, after “work” 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• For three centuries, we have believed that the labor market is the site on which character is built and 
incomes are allocated rationally. The beliefs have made us stupid—unable to see beyond “full 
employment” as the cure-all for what ails us. We can’t rely on the job to keep us busy or make us 
whole. What then? Why do we want to work, and what happens when we can’t? Do we grow up, or 
do we pledge allegiance to a work ethic that has enslaved us? 

• Livingston minces no words—he wants to start an argument about work, and he will happily engage 
all comers. 
 

Audio rights to Blackstone Audio (2016) 
 

 
James Livingston (Ph.D., Northern Illinois, 1980) is professor of history at Rutgers University-New 
Brunswick. He is the author of Origins of the Federal Reserve System: Money, Class, and Corporate 
Capitalism (Cornell University Press, 1986); Pragmatism and the Political Economy of Cultural Revolution, 
1850–1940 (University of North Carolina Press, 1994); Pragmatism, Feminism, and Democracy: Rethinking 
the Politics of American History (Routledge, 2001); The World Turned Inside Out: American Thought and 
Culture at the End of the 20th Century (Rowman & Littlefield, 2009); and Against Thrift: Why Consumer 
Culture is Good for the Economy, the Environment, and Your Soul (Basic Books, 2011). 
 
 
“Reading No More Work, I get a glimpse of what it must be like to have Jim Livingston as a teacher. Here we 
are treated to exhilarating leaps of the historical imagination—from the Bible to Daniel Bell—cushioned by a 
sensibility that is as radical as reality itself. I read this book in one sitting, but, like the best books, it will sit 
with me long after the sitting is done.” --Corey Robin, Brooklyn College and the City University of New York 
Graduate Center 
 
“No More Work is, wonderfully, at once a rude book and a kind one. Livingston is bracingly impolite about 
the cult of capitalistic productivity, all in the service of the happiness and pleasure that could be ours if we 
demanded less toil from ourselves and more justice from our society.” --Benjamin Kunkel, author of Utopia 
or Bust 



Business 

 

 

A Prescription for Change 
The Looming Crisis in Drug Development 
 
Author: Michael S. Kinch 
Publication Date: November 7, 2016 
Description: 352 pages, notes, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• A grand history of the pharmaceutical industry and biotech in the U.S. 
 

• The introduction of new medicines has dramatically improved the 
quantity and quality of individual and public health while contributing 
trillions of dollars to the global economy. In spite of these past 
successes—and indeed because of them—our ability to deliver new medicines may be quickly 
coming to an end 
 

• Reveals how changing business strategies combined with scientific hubris have altered the way 
new medicines are discovered, with dire implications for both health and the economy 
 

• Argues that we're now at a crossroads, and decisions to be made in the coming years will 
dramatically impact the lives of billions of people in the future, both in terms of health and wealth 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Major European pharmaceutical companies are increasingly playing a role in drug development, 
including Germany, the UK and France.  

• Many of the stories and examples in the book are of German, English and French scientists, 
entrepreneurs and organizations. 

• Over the past two decades, industry consolidation has largely been driven by European-based 
multi-nationals and, consequently, the overall ‘center of mass’ in the pharmaceutical industry is 
increasingly returning to its roots in Europe. 
 

Audio rights to Blackstone Audio (2016) 
 

Michael S. Kinch (Ph.D., Duke University, 1993) is associate vice chancellor and director of the Center 
for Research Innovation in Business at Washington University in St. Louis. 
 

 
“This compelling and thoughtful book provides a unique perspective and critical analysis of the 
pharmaceutical industry and its mode of expansion.” --Ronald Goldfarb, Sopherion Therapeutics 
 
“In this era of Valeant and Congressional skepticism about the motivations of the leaders of the 
pharmaceutical industry and their investors, and as the fundamental processes of drug discovery and 
development become less effective and the costs of discovering new and useful scientific truths 
escalate, Michael Kinch asks, 'How did we reach this point?' A Prescription for Change lays out the 
fundamental facts and history of the industry to provide a brilliant, revealing, commonsense, and well-
written answer to this timely and essential question.” --Dr. Richard N. Foster, Chair, Presidents' Circle, 
National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine 



Business 

 

 

Research to Revenue 
A Practical Guide to University Start-Ups 
 
Authors: Don Rose, Cam Patterson 
Publication Date: January 15, 2016 
Description: 352 pages, 30 tables, 16 figures, notes, appendix, 
index 
 
Key Points: 

• Explains the importance of transforming research owned by 
universities into market-ready products, in their ability to generate 
revenue and jobs, enhance faculty recruitment and retention, and help 
solve social or technological problems 
 

• Describes the process of translating research to revenue through not only a thorough, process-
oriented, and practical set of guidelines, but also through mistakes to avoid 
 

• Details the components of a successful startup, business aspects unique to startups, steps of 
building and managing them, and how to foster and maintain startups at a university 

 
• Targets university administrators, tech-transfer officers, faculty and staff working in labs and 

research facilities, and venture capitalists unfamiliar with university structures 
 

• Explains topics such as intellectual property rights, fundraising, and business models 
 
Notes from the Authors: 

• Chapter 3 contains a table showing the key steps to a startup. 
• Chapter 4 describes specific case studies. 
• Chapter 5 discusses the various stakeholders. 

 
Korean rights to Chaosbook (2016) 

 
Don Rose (Ph.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1988) is the director of Carolina Kickstart 
at the North Carolina Translational and Clinical Sciences Institute, and adjunct professor for healthcare 
innovation at the Kenan-Flagler Business School. 
Cam Patterson (M.D., Emory University School of Medicine, 1989) is the Ernest and Hazel Craige 
Distinguished Professor of cardiovascular medicine and assistant dean of Health Care 
Entrepreneurship at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 

 
“Explore[s] the unique facets of university entrepreneurship, from recognizing when theoretical research can 
result in practical products to managing conflicts of interest between faculty and administrations. A complex 
and timely topic.” --BizEd 
 
“A solid introduction to the process of commercializing laboratory-discovered innovations through the startup 
approach.” --Science 
 
“Well-crafted, readable, and quite interesting, this practical primer will guide university inventor-
entrepreneurs in navigating the start-up process from disclosure through firm formation and fund raising.”  
--Martin Kenney, University of California at Davis 



Classics 

 

 

The Shape of the Roman Order 
The Republic and Its Spaces 
 
Author: Daniel J. Gargola 
Publication Date: March 6, 2017 
Description: Approximately 304 pages, 6 maps, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• First systematic study of Roman spatial conceptions under the 
Republic 
 

• Demonstrates how important the concept of space was to the governance of Rome, shedding 
new light on the complex peculiarities of Roman political organization 
 

• With limited means for gaining detailed knowledge of arrangements and events at any distance 
from the city, Roman rulers did not define their spatial relationships with the use of maps. 
Instead, they conceptualized the territories within Rome’s power as a set of concentric zones 
surrounding the city 

 
• Looks at the idiosyncratic way the elite viewed the geographical world around them and how it 

fundamentally informed the way they ruled over their dominion 
 

• Brings together a wide body of disparate materials to demonstrate how spatial orientation 
dictated action  
 

• Shows that, because of limited knowledge that officials had about local conditions outside of 
Rome, magistrates and the senate governed somewhat blindly  
 

• Innovative ancient cultural history written with great erudition   
 
 

 
 

Daniel J. Gargola (Ph.D., University of North Carolina, 1988) is associate professor of history at the 
University of Kentucky. He is also the author of Lands, Laws, and Gods: Magistrates and Ceremony in 
the Regulation of Public Lands in Republican Rome (University of North Carolina Press, 1995), A Brief 
History of the Romans (co-author) (Oxford University Press, 2013), The Romans: From Village to 
Empire (co-author) (Oxford University Press, 2004).  
 
 
“Gargola's work displays an exemplary standard of scholarship and presents a very wide range of 
material in a novel light. His book is essential reading for serious students of the Roman Republic.” 
--John Rich, University of Nottingham 
 
 
 



Culture 

 

 

Latin American Street Food 
The Best Flavors of Markets, Beaches, and Roadside 
Stands from Mexico to Argentina 
 
Author: Sandra A. Gutierrez 
Publication Date: September 3, 2013 
Description: 368 pages, 90 color plates, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• The first book to fully explore the broad spectrum of Latin American street foods, including 
recipes that have never before been exposed to a wide audience 

 
• Provides a virtual culinary travelogue through 20 Latin American countries 

 
• 150 festive and delicious recipes that remain true to the culinary traditions of their respective 

countries 
 

• Includes make-ahead ideas, serving suggestions, and gorgeous color photographs 
 

Notes from the Author: 
• Recipes come straight from the streets; they are not “cheffy” or “inspired,” but remain true to 

their origins, including classic dishes and specialties. 
• Features recipes from the following 20 countries: Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 

Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Puerto Rico, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 

• Introduction explains how street food is a way of life in Latin America that encompasses the 
intricacies and fun variants of a country’s cultural tradition. 

• The“La Sanguchera” chapter features recipes for sandwiches of Latin America that encapsulate 
the ingenuity of Latin American street food as a whole. 

 
Sandra A. Gutierrez is a food writer, cooking instructor, and recipe developer based in Cary, North 
Carolina. She is a writer and contributing editor for Edible Piedmont and contributes to many other 
publications. A popular cooking teacher, Sandra appears in many venues, including Williams-Sonoma. 
She is author of the innovative New Southern-Latino Table (2011) and Beans and Field Peas (2016) 
both published by the University of North Carolina Press, and Empanadas: The Hand-Held Pies of Latin 
America (Stewart, Tabori and Chang, 2015). 

 
 

“A thorough study of a genre many only encounter at food trucks.” --Boston Globe Top Cookbook of 
2013 
 
“Ms. Gutierrez’s recipes make it possible for readers to experience Latin American street food that is 
authentic in every respect save one: It is reliably safe and hygienic.” --Wall Street Journal 
 
“Sandra Gutierrez takes the reader and home cook on a culinary road trip through 20 Latin American 
countries and introduces us to the best of each country’s street food in 150 fun, authentic recipes.”  
--Huffington Post  



Culture 

 

 

Lovie 
The Story of a Southern Midwife and an Unlikely 
Friendship 
 
Author: Lisa Yarger 
Publication Date: December 1, 2016 
Description: 320 pages, 12 halftones, 1 figure, 1 map, notes 
 
 
Key Points: 

• From 1950 until 2001, Lovie Beard Shelton practiced midwifery in 
eastern North Carolina homes, delivering over 4,000 babies to black, 
white, Mennonite, and hippie women; to those too poor to afford a 
hospital birth; and to a few rich enough to have any kind of delivery they pleased  
 

• A provocative chronicle of Shelton’s life and work, which spanned enormous changes in 
midwifery and in the ways women give birth  
 
 

Notes from the Author: 
• Births in Germany, Holland, France, and most other European countries are midwife-led; many 

Europeans are surprised that midwife-led births remain relatively uncommon in the U.S. 
• This book will interest readers curious about the history of birth, home birth, and midwifery in the 

United States, as well as the life and career of this American midwife.   
• Prologue is set in Munich, in the Alte Pinakothek.  
• Chapters 2, 4, 14, 16, 22, and 24 are historical chapters about midwifery.  

 
 

Lisa Yarger (M.A., University of North Carolina, 1997) is a folklorist, writer, and cofounder of the 
Munich Readery, an English-language bookshop. She lives in Munich, Germany.  
 
 
“I had a hard time putting down this documentary portrait of a pioneering U.S. nurse-midwife. Folklorist 
Lisa Yarger’s first meeting with Lovie Shelton sparked a long friendship that grew in spite of religious, 
cultural, and generational differences. Whether you are a prospective parent, medical or midwifery 
student or practitioner, sociologist, anthropologist, historian, or someone who enjoys well-told stories, 
this is a book you’ll treasure.” --Ina May Gaskin, author of Spiritual Midwifery and Birth Matters: A 
Midwife's Manifesto  
 
“Lisa Yarger wants readers to know Lovie and presents the values, cultural influences, and experiences 
that shaped her subject’s life. In doing so, she challenges prevalent medical views that fail to see the 
influence of culture and personal belief systems on the behaviors, attitudes, and other skills of health 
care practitioners.” --Linda Janet Holmes, author of Listen to Me Good: The Life Story of an Alabama 
Midwife 
 
“A compelling read, this page-turner is a lovely and instructive account of midwifery and the complex 
relationships that develop during documentary fieldwork. Lovie is beautifully written, largely because 
Lisa Yarger is an extraordinary observer who has a keen eye for details, the discipline to record what 
she sees, and the talent to turn her observations into well-crafted narrative nonfiction.” --Lu Ann Jones, 
author of Mama Learned Us to Work: Farm Women in the New South 



Culture 

 

 

The President’s Kitchen Cabinet 
The Story of the African Americans Who Have Fed Our 
First Families, from the Washingtons to the Obamas 
 
Author: Adrian Miller 
Publication Date: February 20, 2017 
Description: Approximately 280 pages, 12 color plates, 24 
halftones, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Unprecedented, rich profile documenting African Americans involved 
in White House food service since George Washington 
 

• Includes twenty-two recipes for which African American chefs were celebrated 
 

• Covers presidents,  first ladies, their children, and an amusing cast of White House personnel, 
numbering at least 150 people over more than two centuries 
 

• Depicts how African American presidential cooks pressed for civil rights 
 

• Highlights how food-related work slowly became professionalized and the important part played 
by African Americans in that process 
 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• The longtime rivalry between French chefs and African American chefs is a recurring issue 
dating back to the nineteenth century. French chefs have been hired when African American 
chefs were fired, and vice versa. 

• Thomas Jefferson spent a considerable sum of money for James Hemings, an enslaved African 
American, to receive classical, culinary training in France. 

• Several presidents have enjoyed French cooking and/or French wine (Jefferson, Monroe, 
Arthur, Kennedy and Nixon). 

• James Hemings received culinary training in France. 
• Madame Pelounard was fired by President Benjamin Harrison, and Laura "Dollie" Johnson. 
• Chef René Verdon resigned under President Lyndon Johnson, and Zephyr Wright assumed 

White House chef duties. 
• American wine was promoted over French wines, and the French reacted. 

 
 

Audio rights to Blackstone Audio (2016) 
 
 

Adrian Miller (J.D., Georgetown University Law Center, 1995) is a James Beard prize-winning author, 
certified barbecue judge, and attorney. He has served as a special assistant to President Bill Clinton, a 
senior policy analyst for Colorado governor Bill Ritter Jr., and a Southern Foodways Alliance board 
member. He is currently executive director of the Colorado Council of Churches. He is also the author 
of Soul Food: The Surprising Story of an American Cuisine, One Plate at a Time (University of North 
Carolina Press, 2013). 



Health 

 

 

The Art and Science of Aging Well 
A Physician’s Guide to a Healthy Body, Mind, and Spirit  
 
Author: Mark E. Williams, M.D. 
Publication Date: August 8, 2016 
Description: 240 pages, 5 halftones, 3 tables, 5 charts, notes, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Provides a realistic and helpful portrait of aging and useful information 
for our self-improvement and conscious evolution 
 

• Argues that accepted norms of devaluing old age exacerbate class 
differences and undermine public support for social programs 

 
• Celebrates the personal and social significance of old age and our intrinsic value as human 

beings 
 

• Asserts that we can influence the quality life as we age and combat outdated “ageist” ideas 
 

• Suggests five different steps to enhancing the quality of life for those approaching old age and 
for those who are caring for their elderly 
 

• Promotes preventative health rather than interpretation of symptoms 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Part 1 provides an explanation of why we age, dispels myths about aging, and gives the views 
of aging throughout history.  

• Part 2 details ways to challenge your body as you age. 
• Part 3 shares ways to challenge your intellect as you age. 
• Part 4 discusses maintaining emotional health. 
• Part 5 discusses the importance of nurturing your spirit. 

 
South Asian rights to Speaking Tiger Press, India (2016) 

Audio rights to Tantor Audio (2016) 
 

Mark E. Williams (M.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1976) is a national leader in the 
field of geriatrics. Dr. Williams has helped shape the clinical diagnosis and treatment of elderly people 
in order to promote health and independence. He’s the author of many articles, and The American 
Geriatric Society’s Complete Guide to Aging and Health (Crown Publishing Group, 1995). 
 
“A surprisingly inspiring look at aging for both older people and those who love them.” --Library Journal 
 
“I know of no other work in our field on the aging process which provides such impressive scholarship 
and insight. In a work of great merit and uncommon insight, Mark Williams balances optimism with 
realism, debunking negative stereotypes while providing practical ways of dealing with the losses that 
accompany the aging process. This compelling, concise and informative book will be of great utility for 
older and middle-aged persons who are concerned about their own aging process.” --William B. 
Applegate, Sticht Center on Aging, Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center 



Health 

 

 

By the Bedside of the Patient 
Lessons for the Twenty-First-Century Physician 
 
Author: Nortin M. Hadler, M.D. 
Publication Date: March 18, 2016 
Description: 224 pages, 4 figures, notes, index 
 
Key Points: 

• Argues for a change in medical education and practice that focuses on 
improving patient care above all else 

 
• Analyzes a 60-year evolution of medical school curricula, residency and 

fellowship programs, and clinical practices for areas to reform 
 

• Explains how the current “Health Care Delivery System,” which developed in the past 30 years, 
pressures physicians to place the interests of the system over those of the patient 
 

• Places current efforts to reform medical school curricula and residency programs within historical 
context 

 
• Utilizes author’s own experiences and critical observations, the narratives of his mentors, and a 

paper trail of sociopolitical constraints in an anthropological exploration of the topic 
 

• Provides physicians, those who aspire to be physicians, and patients the reasons to value a trusting 
physician-patient relationship 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• Chapter 6 focuses on the practice of medicine in England, France, Japan, Israel, and the Antipodes. 
 
 

French rights to Presses de Universitaire de Laval (2015) 
 
 
Nortin M. Hadler (M.D., Harvard Medical School, 1968) is the attending rheumatologist at the University of 
North Carolina Hospitals at Chapel Hill. He is also currently serving as Senior Assistant Surgeon in the 
United States Public Health Service (Reserve). His previous publications include Worried Sick: A 
prescription for Health in an Overtreated America (University of North Carolina Press, 2008) and Stabbed in 
the Back: Confronting Back Pain in an Overtreated Society (University of North Carolina Press, 2009), 
among others. 
 
“Every physician should read this book because every patient needs such complete care. Dr. Hadler is the 
ideal, as learned, pure in motive, keen in observation, gentle in treatment, and loving of the whole patient as 
anyone who has ever practiced medicine. He fights for his patients against all odds, all outsiders, no matter 
how rich, powerful, or trendy. He battles industries, institutions, and conventional wisdom in order to restore 
our humanity, our feeling of invincibility. He upends much of modern medicine because we are good people 
caught in a bad system. Hadler is a polite revolutionary, but he is also a necessary one.” --U.S. 
Congressman Jim Cooper 
 
“Dr. Nortin Hadler is a perfect person to write this narrative, having lived—with a critical eye—through the 
key changes in medical education, practice, and institutional structure. His forceful writing about complex 
and controversial medical topics is both engaging and compelling to readers and scholars alike.” --David S. 
Jones, Harvard Medical School 



Health 

 

 

Your Health, Your Decisions 
How to Work with Your Doctor to Become a  
Knowledge-Powered Patient 
 
Author: Robert Alan McNutt, M.D. 
Publication Date: September 6, 2016 
Description: 168 pages, 5 figures, 3 tables, notes, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Applies a universal approach to making medical decisions 
 
• Useful for patients in any country or health system 
 
• Empowers patients to ask critical questions of their physicians as they take a stronger hand in 

their own care 
 

• Provides a clear explanation of the statistics behind clinical trials 
 

• Written by a doctor who counsels patients as they face medical decisions 
 

• Includes specific scenarios that commonly baffle patients 
 

• Helps patients understand their options and the tools available for assessing the risks and 
benefits of different treatments 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Part 1 discusses the author’s medical decision-making journey. 
• Part 2 provides reasons for why patients must be the primary decision-maker. 
• Part 3 helps you understand medical studies and evidence. 
• Part 4 teaches you how to use the math of medical decision-making. 
• Part 5 helps patients make decisions and provides examples of patients making choices. 
• Part 6 explains how to find medical evidence. 
• Part 7 details how to work with your physician to make your own choices. 

 
 

Audio rights to Blackstone Audio (2016) 
 

 
Robert Alan McNutt, M.D. (M.D., Michigan State University, 1975) is the Chief of the Section on 
Patient Safety Research at Rush University Medical Center, and Associate Editor of the Journal of the 
American Medical Association. 
 
 
“This excellent book explains medical decisions—often life and death—in powerful but personal ways. 
Your Health, Your Decisions is both very engaging and necessary.”  --Ross Koppel, co-editor of First, 
Do Less Harm: Confronting the Inconvenient Problems of Patient Safety 



Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

 

Contracultura 
Alternative Arts and Social Transformation in 
Authoritarian Brazil 
 
Author: Christopher Dunn 
Publication Date: November 14, 2016 
Description: 272 pages, 20 halftones, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Connects Brazil and Latin America to the historical countercultural 
worldwide phenomenon and draws out significant social, political, and 
cultural implications 

 
• First comprehensive study of counterculture and the production of culture during a period under 

a brutal military regime in Brazil and shows its contributions to contemporary movements 
 

• Draws on little used materials from Brazilian alternative presses, underground cultural journals, 
police archives, and unpublished correspondence 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Chapter 1 features discussion of countercultures in a global context with particular focus on 
Latin America. 

• Throughout the book, Dunn discusses the tangential relationship between the counterculture of 
Brazil and Argentina, Mexico, and Chile. 
 
 

Christopher Dunn (Ph.D., Brown University, 1996) is associate professor of Brazilian literary and 
cultural studies at Tulane University. He is the author of Brutality Garden: Tropicalia and the 
Emergence of a Brazilian Counterculture (University of North Carolina Press, 2001, also available in 
Portuguese). 
 
 
“Contracultura will become the foundational work in English on Brazil's countercultural movement 
during the long 1960s. Revealing with tremendous insight and nuance the cross-currents of cultural 
protest, left-wing politics, and state authoritarianism, Christopher Dunn not only highlights the diversity 
of countercultural movements that emerged concurrently across Latin America during this period but 
also rightfully affirms the definitive place of Brazil's contracultura within that landscape. Dunn's 
methodological breadth allows him a vantage that spans music, poetry, commercial advertising, and the 
archives of the Brazilian intelligence services, revealing how the state and market responded to the 
challenges (and economic potential) of youth countercultural ferment.” --Eric Zolov, Stony Brook 
University 
 
“Beautifully written and stylistically brilliant, Christopher Dunn's lucid analysis of the Brazilian 
counterculture, which deserves as much attention as the North American one, lays out a new field of 
study. Conveying multiple points of view—the radicals and counterculturalists as seen even in the eyes 
of the police—this book is a page-turner.” --Robert Stam, Tisch School of the Arts 



Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

 

Intimations of Modernity 
Civil Culture in Nineteenth-Century Cuba 
 
Author: Louis A. Pérez Jr. 
Publication Date: February 6, 2017 
Description: 288 pages, 24 halftones, 1 table, notes, bibliography, 
index 
 
Key Points: 

• Chronicles how island-born urbanites in Havana and other cities 
enthusiastically embraced new knowledge, skills, technologies, and 
fashions after a huge boom in Cuban sugar production and prior to 
independence  
 

• Highlights women’s centrality in this process, showing how criollas discovered previously 
unavailable modes of self-representation and self-fulfillment 
  

• Shows how moral, social, and cultural change resulting from market capitalism also contributed 
to conditions leading to the overthrow of the Spanish empire  
 

• Challenges the prevailing view of the Cuban 19th century as a time given principally to the 
preparation and prosecution of wars for independence 
 

• Looks at the culture of this era in Cuba rather than its politics and finds how culture nourished 
political change 
 

• Investigates the meaning of modernity 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• The principal points of interest are a new approach to understanding the emergence of Cuban 
civic society, which implies a change of the dominant paradigms that have "governed" the 
historical literature of nineteenth-century Cuba. 
 
 

Louis A. Pérez Jr. (Ph.D., University of New Mexico, 1971) is the J. Carlyle Sitterson Professor of 
History and Director of the Institute for the Study of the Americas at the University of North Carolina. He 
is the series editor of University of North Carolina Press's Envisioning Cuba series and a fellow of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences as well as the Academia de la Historia de Cuba. He is also 
the author of The Structure of Cuban History: Meanings and Purpose of the Past (University of North 
Carolina Press, 2013); Cuba in the American Imagination: Metaphor and the Imperial Ethos (University 
of North Carolina Press, 2008); To Die in Cuba: Suicide and Society (University of North Carolina 
Press, 2005); Winds of Change: Hurricanes and the Transformation of Nineteenth-Century Cuba 
(University of North Carolina Press, 2001); On Becoming Cuban: Identity, Nationality, and Culture 
(University of North Carolina Press, 1999).  
 
 

“Revealing the ubiquitous change that flowed throughout nineteenth-century Cuba as a result of sugar’s 
connection to the global capitalism of the time, renowned historian Louis A. Pérez Jr. has written a 
lively and insightful study of Cuba’s transition to modernity. Intimations of Modernity will appeal to a 
broad interdisciplinary readership in Cuban, Caribbean, and Latin American studies, as well as in 
women’s studies.”  --Adriana Méndez-Rodenas, University of Iowa 



Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

 

Isles of Noise 
Sonic Media in the Caribbean 
 
Author: Alejandra Bronfman 
Publication Date: October 3, 2016 
Description: 236 pages, 9 halftones, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Intimate domestic as well as transnational accounts of on-the-ground 
technological developments in Haiti, Cuba, Jamaica, and the 
Dominican Republic, as they became radio-networked with the United 
States and Great Britain 

   
• Enriches the understanding of “empire” 

 
• Creative, wide-spanning approach to pan-Caribbean history and the history of the modern 

Atlantic world triangulated among the Caribbean, U.S., and Britain 
 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• The Circuits chapter focuses on the U.S. occupation of Haiti, violence, and the control of 
information.  

• The Voice chapter focuses on language and the politics of creole theater and broadcasting, on 
the Haitian elections of 1957 and popular politics, and on the politics of creole language and its 
promoters including Louise Bennett. 

• The Ears chapter focuses on anti-Duvalier activism in the early 1960s in Haiti, and on the 
significance of radio to the popularity of Fidel Castro in Cuba. 

• The Resistors chapter focuses on the use of radio as a tool of contention in Cuba, and on the 
exceptional case of the birth of Jamaican broadcasting. 
 
 

Alejandra Bronfman (Ph.D., Princeton University, 2000) is associate professor of history at the 
University of British Columbia. Her previous publications include Media, Sound and Culture in Latin 
America and the Caribbean (Pittsburgh University Press, 2012), On the Move: The Caribbean Since 
1989 (Zed Books, 2007, translated into Italian 2008), and Measures of Equality: Social Science, 
Citizenship and Race in Cuba, 1902–1940 (University of North Carolina Press, 2004).  
 
 
“Focusing on the development and use of radio in Haiti, Cuba, Jamaica, and the Dominican Republic during 
the early- to mid-twentieth century, Isles of Noise is the first history to trace and analyze how this new 
technology shaped Caribbean realities—and how, reciprocally, Caribbean realities shaped radio. 
Prodigiously researched and richly interdisciplinary, Alejandra Bronfman's book revises the history of the 
region, radio, and a host of other subjects.  A major contribution.” --Kate Ramsey, University of Miami 
 
“Insightful and lively, Alejandra Bronfman's innovative study offers not just a regional history of broadcasting 
but makes important and wide-ranging connections as she traces the history of communications within an 
intricate network of histories of post-colonialism, trade, mining, regions, linguistics, gender, and labor. A 
welcome and richly productive contribution to understanding how modern media developed in different 
global contexts.” --Kate Lacey, University of Sussex 



Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

 

The Logic of Compromise in Mexico 
How the Countryside Was Key to the  
Emergence of Authoritarianism 
 
Author: Gladys I. McCormick 
Publication Date: April 11, 2016 
Description: 300 pages, 1 map, notes, bibliography, index 
 

 
Key Points: 

• Studies how the Mexican countryside played into the making of the 
long-ruling Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), by focusing on 
political economy and cultural analysis from 1935 to 1965 
 

• Demonstrates how the PRI exploited their rural support by using the countryside to test and 
refine instruments of control, including the regulation of protest, manipulation of collective 
memories, and selective application of violence against critics 

 
• Uses the lives of three peasant leaders and brothers, Rubén, Porfirio, and Antonio Jaramillo as 

examples of peasant activism, disillusionment, and compromise under the PRI 
 

• Examines the large-scale sugar cooperatives in Morelos and Puebla, two major agricultural 
regions that reflect events across the nation 

 
• Relates Mexico to the expanding academic dialogue on Latin America and topics such as 

political violence, gender analysis, politics of modernization, and collective memory. 
 

• Utilizes recently declassified secret police materials that may soon be restricted again 
 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Chapter 1 is about the new economic history of agrarian reform and capitalism in the 1920s and 
1930s. 

• Chapter 2 covers populism and the formative presidency of Lázaro Cárdenas in the 1930s. 
• Chapter 3 describes corruption in the 1940s and 1950s. 
• Chapter 5 is the first history of the secret police’s activities in rural Mexico. 
• Chapter 7 uses information revealed in secret police files and extensive oral histories. 

 
 

Gladys I. McCormick (Ph.D., University of Wisconsin at Madison, 2009) is assistant professor of 
history at Syracuse University. 
 
 
“A truly groundbreaking quest for answers about the enduring power of the PRI, The Logic of 
Compromise in Mexico is an engaging foray into the key role of rural land relations and peasantry.  
Gladys McCormick's argument is innovative, bold, and well-supported, and rarely have I seen such a 
well-conceived and thoughtful analysis of oral interviews.” --Susan M. Gauss, University at Albany, 
SUNY 



Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

 
Psychedelic Chile 
Youth, Counterculture, and Politics on the Road to 
Socialism and Dictatorship  
 
Author: Patrick Barr-Melej 
Publication Date: May 15, 2017 
Description: Approximately 352 pages, 20 halftones, notes, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Illuminates modern Chilean history with an unprecedented chronicle 
and reassessment of the sixties and seventies, when—during a 
period of tremendous political and social strife that saw the election of 
a Marxist president followed by the terror of a military coup in 1973—a youth-driven, 
transnationally connected counterculture smashed onto the scene 
 

• Challenges the usual assumptions about the cultural outlook and policies of the Left on 
Salvador Allende's "Chilean Road to Socialism"  

 
• Finds that the Left's position toward its constituents fluctuated over time and was not uniformly 

supportive of countercultural agendas and demand 
 

• While young peoples' malleable attitudes towards drug-taking, gender roles and sexuality, rock 
music, and consumerism influenced many on the Left, the preponderance of leftist leaders 
shared more conservative cultural sensibilities 
 

• Important contribution to Chilean and Latin American history—no scholar before Barr-Melej has 
provided as thorough an analysis of the countercultural movement (including music and sexual 
mores) of Chile 
 

• Significant first-hand interviews and never-before-published photographs of youth culture 
 

• Until now, historiography of this period in Chile has focused almost exclusively on class and 
party politics 
 
 

Patrick Barr-Melej (Ph.D., University of California, 1998) is associate professor of history at Ohio 
University. He is also the author of Reforming Chile: Cultural Politics, Nationalism, and the Rise of the 
Middle Class (University of North Carolina Press, 2001).  
 
“Psychedelic Chile rescues an alternative vision of Chilean political culture. A refreshing and 
sympathetic look into the humanity of those Chileans who set out to challenge the Manichean politics of 
the period, Patrick Barr-Melej has produced an indispensable book for anyone studying the period.”  
--Ivan Jaksic, Stanford University 
 
“Psychedelic Chile is unique not only in considering the counterculture in Chile but also in focusing on 
the relation of the counterculture to mainstream politics, most especially the Left.  Engaging and 
accessible, the book provides important insights as well as fascinating anecdotes of the era.” --Karin 
Alejandra Rosemblatt, University of Maryland, College Park 
  



Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

 

Reproduction and Its Discontents in Mexico 
Childbirth and Contraception from 1750 to 1905 
 
Author: Nora E. Jaffary 
Publication Date: November 28, 2016 
Description: 322 pages, 12 halftones, 6 tables, notes, bibliography, 
index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• In this history of childbirth and contraception in Mexico, Nora E. 
Jaffary chronicles colonial and nineteenth-century beliefs and 
practices surrounding conception, pregnancy and its prevention, and 
birth 
 

• Tracking Mexico’s transition from colony to nation, Jaffary demonstrates the central role of 
reproduction in ideas about female sexuality and virtue, the development of modern Mexico, 
and the growth of modern medicine in the Latin American context 
 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• The entire text deals with Mexican history and would have an interested readership in that 
country; the political and historical context surrounding reproduction and contraception is one of 
heightened interest in Latin America at present. 

• Scholars outside of Mexico in the Spanish speaking world would also be interested—especially 
those in Spain, Peru and Guatemala. These places all shared similar medical influences from 
both Europe and the New World to those developed in Mexico; and the timeline of their 
development toward independence is similar. 
 
 

Nora E. Jaffary (Ph.D., Columbia University, 2000) is associate professor of history at Concordia 
University in Montreal. She is also the author of False Mystics: Deviant Orthodoxy in Colonial Mexico 
(University of Nebraska Press, 2004), the editor of Gender, Religion, and Race in the Colonization of 
the Americas (Ashgate, 2007), and the co-editor of Mexican History: A Primary Source Reader 
(Westview, 2010).  
 
“A truly remarkable—and timely—accomplishment. With grace, sensitivity, and even poetry, Nora E. 
Jaffary takes a comprehensive approach to the history of reproduction in Mexico. Straddling the 
colonial and independent eras, Jaffary shifts the lens beyond Mexico City and unearths in the archival 
records an elusive theme and well-hidden realities in Mexico's history. She adds a new dimension to 
medical history by demonstrating how sex, birth control, pregnancy, birth, and reproductive 
abnormalities have been subject to shifting understandings over a century and a half of Mexican 
history.” --Heather McCrea, Kansas State University 
 
“In Nora E. Jaffary's unique book, the history of reproduction in Mexico is finally given the attention it 
deserves. More than a history of medicine, Reproduction and Its Discontents in Mexico looks at the 
connections between the private aspects of female lives and their connections to the public sphere. It is 
a significant contribution not only to Mexican and Latin American history but also to medical history and 
the history of reproduction and female reproductive health. Rich and nuanced in analysis and such a 
pleasure to read.” --Sonya Lipsett-Rivera, Carleton University 



Latin American and the Caribbean 

 

 

Securing Sex 
Morality and Repression in the Making 
of Cold War Brazil 
 
Author: Benjamin A. Cowan 
Publication Date: April 11, 2016 
Description: 340 pages, 10 halftones, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Shows how a transnational network of right-wing cultural activists 
joined in to support Brazil’s brutal military dictatorship during the Cold 
War 
 

• Focuses on the individuals and organizations, civilian as well as military, “Cold Warriors” in the 
history of right-wing politics in Brazil 

 
• Demonstrates how these people greatly influenced priorities and policy-making during the 

dictatorship 
 

• Examines how the dictatorship created a moral panic that merged anticommunism with anti-
modernity, particularly in relation to gender and sexuality of youth, women, and mass media 

 
• Shows how the empowered right, with a security establishment governed by rightist moralism, 

spurred repression and generated attempts to control and change individual behavior 
 

• Argues that the autocracy and repression in Brazil is part of a reaction against perceived threats 
to traditional views of family, gender, moral standards, and sexuality, a problem that continues 
into modern-day culture wars 

 
• Illuminates the limits of Cold War authoritarianism and the challenges to regulating morality and 

sexuality 
 

• Based on research done from previously untouched Brazilian archival records 
 
 
Benjamin A. Cowan (Ph.D., University of California at Los Angeles, 2010) is assistant professor of 
history at George Mason University. He has published many articles in Latin American history journals. 
 
 
“By treating right-wing discourses about morality with the same seriousness with which others have 
treated left-wing discourses, Benjamin Cowan expands our understandings of why dictatorships 
resonated in post-World-War-II Latin America and how the regimes and their opponents negotiated 
word and action.” --Jeffrey Lesser, Emory University 
 
“Beautifully written, Securing Sex is a pathbreaking intervention into the histories of the global Cold 
War, the Brazilian dictatorship, revolutionary and counter-revolutionary struggles, sexuality, and youth; 
reading it was a true pleasure. Benjamin Cowan shows with clarity and ingenuity how a right-wing 
'moral panic' drove many of the repressive policies that characterized the Brazilian dictatorship, directly 
impacting the lives of those who lived through it.” --Victoria Langland, University of Michigan 



Music 

 

 

Kīkā Kila 
How the Hawaiian Steel Guitar Changed the  
Sound of Modern Music 
 
Author: John W. Troutman 
Publication Date: May 16, 2016  
Description: 392 pages, 14 color plates, 51 halftones, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points:  

• Introduces the artists, songs, traditions, and defining moments of 
the kīkā kila, the Hawaiian steel guitar 

 
• Traces its origins, from the early 19th century, in the encounter between native Hawaiians and 

foreign merchants, to its revolutionary influence on American music traditions such as country, 
blues, hillbilly, jazz and Cajun 
 

• Shows how the kīkā kila was key to revitalizing indigenous Hawaiians’ self-determination 
against settlers wishing to claim Hawaiian lands and traditions 

 
• Chronicles steel guitar’s travels through East and South Asia, and West and Central Europe 

 
• Describes the influence of the steel guitar on musicians, including B.B. King, Bing Crosby, Louis 

Armstrong, Debashish Bhattacharya, Tau Moe, Jimmie Rodgers, Freddie Tavares (designer of 
the Fender Stratocaster), Jerry Garcia, Bonnie Raitt, Alan Akaka, and Don Ho, and many others 

 
 

Notes from the Author: 
• Chapter 4 covers travel of Hawaiian guitarists outside the United States, with a focus on Tau 

Moe’s time in Germany and his influence on Indian music such as Raga and Bollywood scores. 
 

 
John W. Troutman (Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin, 2004) is associate professor of history and 
geography at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Troutman is an accomplished musician, playing 
the kīkā kila at public performances. His previous publications include: Indian Blues: American Indians 
and the Politics of Music, 1879–1934 (University of Oklahoma Press, 2009). 
 
 
“John W. Troutman's Kīkā Kila is a deeply researched, definitive history of the Hawaiian steel guitar, but 
more than that, it is an eloquent and convincing argument for the influence and centrality of Hawaiian 
music—and, in particular, Hawaiian musicians—in the broader history of American music.” --Elijah 
Wald, author of Escaping the Delta: Robert Johnson and the Invention of the Blues 
 
“Kīkā Kila is a magisterial work. John W. Troutman eloquently links the steel guitar with the arrival of 
white missionaries and the dispossession of indigenous Hawaiian people from their land in the 
nineteenth century. The instrument became a powerful voice for the Hawaiian people and inspired 
music throughout North America in the twentieth century.” --William Ferris, author of Give My Poor 
Heart Ease: Voices of the Mississippi Blues 



Music 

 

 

Pressed for All Time 
Producing the Great Jazz Albums from Louis Armstrong 
and Billie Holiday to Miles Davis and Diana Krall  
 
Author: Michael Jarrett 
Publication Date: October 17, 2016 
Description: 336 pages, 225 halftones, notes, index 
 
Key Points: 

• Drawing together interviews with over fifty producers, musicians, 
engineers, and label executives, Jarrett shines a light on the world of 
making jazz records as his subjects share their experiences in 
creating the American jazz canon 
 

• Tells the history of jazz production, recording technology, and some of the genre's 
greatest players in a way no other book has, telling the story of jazz from the unique 
vantage point of record producers  

 
• Packed with fascinating stories and fresh perspectives on over 200 albums and artists, 

including legends like Louis Armstrong, John Coltrane, and Miles Davis, as well as 
contemporary favorites, like Diana Krall and Norah Jones, Pressed for All Time tells the 
unknown stories of the men and women who helped to shape the quintessential 
American sound 

 
 

Notes from the Author: 
• For almost one-hundred years, jazz has been one of the most loved of all exports from the USA, 

with great summer jazz festivals in Europe and concerts in Japan.  
• Though American jazz musicians (especially those of the past) are revered worldwide, 

musicians from Europe, Japan, and Latin America (especially Cuba) are vital to the 
development of jazz as an enduring art form.  
 

Michael Jarrett (Ph.D., University of Florida, 1988) is professor of English at Pennsylvania State 
University, York. He is also the author of Producing Country: The Inside Story of the Great Recordings 
(Wesleyan University Press, 2014), Drifting on a Read: Jazz as a Model for Writing (SUNY Press, 
1999), and Sound Tracks: A Musical ABC, Vols. 1–3 (Temple University Press, 1998). 
 
“In his enlightening book, Michael Jarrett has produced a concise history of the innovative practices of jazz 
record production. While interviewing over fifty legendary producers who orchestrated albums with jazz 
greats such as Louis Armstrong, Ray Charles, and Billie Holiday, Jarrett, in turn, produces a rich and 
engaging oral history that will appeal to jazz aficionados, fans, and scholars alike.” --Susan Schmidt 
Horning, St. John’s University 
 
“Michael Jarrett has filled an important gap in the history of jazz, one that focuses on the unrecognized 
individuals behind the scenes. A beautifully written book, one that shows how much the author loves and 
understands jazz.” --William Ferris, author of Give My Poor Heart Ease  
 
“Read this book and you'll learn two things: What a record producer actually does and the fascinating stories 
behind some of the world's most loved jazz recordings. Either way, it's another riveting book from Michael 
Jarrett.” --Jason Verlinde, Fretboard Journal 



Music 

 

 

Talking Guitar 
Conversations with Musicians Who Shaped  
Twentieth-Century American Music  
 
Author: Jas Obrecht 
Publication Date: May 8, 2017 
Description: Approximately 320 pages, 28 halftones, notes, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Presents a unique celebration of the world’s most popular instrument 
as seen through the words, lives, and artistry of some of its most 
beloved players 

 
• Allows readers to read—and hear—the accounts of the first guitarists on record, pioneering 

bluesmen, gospel greats, jazz innovators, country pickers, rockers and rebels, psychedelic 
shape-shifters, singer-songwriters, latter-day “guitar gods,” and other movers and shakers  

 
• Includes artists’ descriptions of how they found their inspirations, mastered their instruments, 

found their tones, crafted classic songs, and created enduring solos 
 

• Covers a significant portion of the scope and sweep of American guitar in the 20th century 
through 19 unique interviews   
 

• The first book to combine print and edited audio versions of complete and historically 
significant interviews with many of the most important players of the 20th century   

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

Highlights of the interviews and never-before-released audio include: 
• Nick Lucas’ recollections of waxing the first noteworthy guitar records 
• Ry Cooder’s exploration of pre-war blues musicians 
• Carole Kaye and Ricky Nelson on the early years of rock and roll 
• Stevie Ray Vaughan on Jimi Hendrix 
• Gregg Allman on his brother Duane Allman 
• Carlos Santana and Pops Staples on spirituality in music 
• Jerry Garcia, Neil Young, and Tom Petty on songwriting and engendering creativity 
• The earliest interviews of Eddie Van Halen, Eric Johnson, Joe Satriani, and Ben Harper 

 
 
Jas Obrecht is a music writer and guitarist. He is also the author of Early Blues: The First Stars of 
Blues Guitar (University of Minnesota Press, 2015; Japanese translation forthcoming 2016), Rollin' and 
Tumblin': The Postwar Blues Guitarists (ed.) (Backbeat Books, 2000), and Blues Guitar: The Men Who 
Made the Music (Backbeat Books, 1993; translated and published in Japanese, 1994). He is a regular 
contributor to Guitar Magazine, published by Tokyo-based Rittor Music Company, and his work has 
been translated into many languages over the decades, including Japanese, Spanish, German, Italian, 
French, and Portuguese. His book Early Blues won the 2016 Blues Book of the Year award from Living 
Blues magazine. 
 



Music 

 

Talking Guitar 
Conversations with Musicians Who Shaped  
Twentieth-Century American Music  
 
Interviews: 

• Nick Lucas: America’s First Guitar Hero 
• Ry Cooder: Pre-war Country Blues 
• Barney Kessel: The Rise of Charlie Christian 
• Clarence “Gatemouth” Brown: “American Music, Texas-Style” 
• Roebuck “Pops” Staples: Gospel Guitar 
• Ricky Nelson: Remembering Rockabilly 
• Carol Kaye: The First Lady of Rock 
• Stevie Ray Vaughan: On Jimi Hendrix 
• James Gurley: “The Yuri Gagarin of Psychedelic Guitar” 
• Jerry Garcia: “It’s the Next Note, Not the Last One” 
• Johnny Winter: Sliding the Blues 
• Gregg Allman: “My Brother Duane” 
• Carlos Santana: “Put Wings on People’s Hearts” 
• Neil Young: The Power of One Note 
• Eddie Van Halen: “My First Interview” 
• Tom Petty: Songwriting and the Art of Rhythm Guitar 
• Eric Johnson: The Journey Inward 
• Joe Satriani: The Resurgence of Instrumental Rock 
• Ben Harper: “The Strongest Spirit in All Creation” 

 
 
 
 

“Over the course of his esteemed career, Jas Obrecht has amassed a unique collection of interviews 
with seminal guitarists pivotal to the study of popular music. Talking Guitar shows, in its subjects’ own 
vibrant words, how both the artists and their work fit into the big picture of American culture. A must-
read for those interested in the behind-the-scenes of some of our greatest music.” --Holly George-
Warren, author of A Man Called Destruction: The Life and Music of Alex Chilton  
 
 

 
 



Political History 

 

 

American Studies Encounters the Middle East 
 
Editors: Alex Lubin and Marwan M. Kraidy 
Publication Date: September 12, 2016 
Description: 338 pages, 3 halftones, notes, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Analyzes Arab-American relations by looking at the War on Terror, 
pop culture, and the influence of the American hegemony in a time of 
revolution 

 
• Explores how cultural forms circulate transnationally and are shaped 

by, and contribute to, international geopolitical context 
 

• Focuses on the cultural politics of the U.S. engagement with the Middle East and North Africa  
 

• Traces the evolution of the U.S.-Arab encounter from the American Century to the Arab Spring  
 

 
Notes from the Authors: 

• The book features prominent and emerging scholars based in both the United States and the 
Middle East. 

• Essays model new methodological and topical approaches for scholars in American studies 
seeking to produce transnational scholarship in the field. 

• Chapter 2 by Adam Waterman discusses Diabolical Enterprises and Abominable Superstitions: 
Islam and the Conceptualization of Finance in Early American Literature. 

• Chapter 3 by Judith Tucker examines Salim the Algerine: The Muslim who Strayed into Colonial 
Virginia. 

• Chapter 4 by Christina Moreno Almeida examines Race and Blackness in Moroccan Rap: 
Voicing Local Experiences of Marginality. 

 
 

 
Alex Lubin (Ph.D., University of Minnesota, 2000) is professor and chair of American Studies at the 
University of New Mexico and author of Geographies of Liberation: The Making of an Afro-Arab Political 
Imaginary (University of North Carolina Press, 2014).  
Marwan M. Kraidy (Ph.D., The Ohio University, 1996) is the Anthony Shadid Chair in Global Media, 
Politics, and Culture at the Annenberg School for Communications at the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
 
“Exciting in its scope and with an impressive list of contributors, American Studies Encounters the 
Middle East is a genuinely transnational work, one that promises to change the ways we think about 
global power, cultural borders, and political identity on a broad scale.” --Amy Kaplan, University of 
Pennsylvania 
 
“A necessary collection that provides historical contexts for the shifting and sometimes contradictory 
political and cultural role of the United States in the Middle East and North Africa, American Studies 
Encounters the Middle East fills the void in the scholarship and points to new paths in the field of 
American studies.” --John Carlos Rowe, University of Southern California 



Political History 

 

Apostles of the Alps 
Mountaineering and Nation Building in  
Germany and Austria, 1860–1939 
 
Author: Tait Keller  
Publication Date: January 4, 2016 
Description: 304 pages, 16 halftones, 2 maps, 1 figure, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Tells how the Alps were transformed from a place of relief to a 
national symbol and icon of individualism 

 
• Provides a new perspective, from the orientation of the Alps, on the history of the German and 

Austrian relationship 
 
• Explores how the Alps were a political, environmental, social, and cultural battleground central 

to Germany and Austria’s path to modernization 
 

• Argues that disagreements over modernization opened the mountains to competing agendas 
and hostile ambitions 

 
• Places the Alpine borderlands at the heart of the German question of nationhood 
 
• Discusses the history of the German and Austrian Alpine Association (Alpenverein) and Alpine 

tourism from the 1860s to 1939 
 

• Explores the urban dwelling Alpine enthusiasts, referred to as "Apostel für die Schönheit der 
Hochgebirgswelt" (apostles for the beauty of the high mountain world) 

 
• Utilizes newly opened Historical Alpine Archives in Munich and Innsbruck 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• Chapter 4 discusses World War I (WWI) in the Alps. 
• Chapter 5 examines tensions in South Tyrol following WWI and the increase of anti-Semitism in 

the Eastern Alps. 
• Chapter 7 looks at the Nazis’ rise to power and the animosity between Germany and Austria 

that pervaded the Alps. 
 
 

Tait Keller (Ph.D., Georgetown University, 2006) is assistant professor of history at Rhodes College. 
His previous works have been featured in publications such as Environmental History and the 
Encyclopedia of International Security. 
 
“An excellent example of how to study the ‘conquest of nature.’. . . Very convincingly demonstrates how 
the ecoregion of the Alps was transformed.” --H-Net Reviews 
 
“Fluid and impressively researched, Apostles of the Alps makes powerful and innovative contributions 
in many fields.” --Shelley Baranowski, University of Akron 



Political History 

 

 

Children of Reunion 
Vietnamese Adoptions and the Politics of Family 
Migrations 
 
Author: Allison Varzally 
Publication Date: February 20, 2017 
Description: 224 pages, 19 halftones, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Competing views of the Vietnam War and the nation’s foreign affairs 
made the seemingly apolitical act of caring for and adopting 
Vietnamese children very political 

 
• Adoption had been viewed as an extension of American humanitarian policies, but also seen as 

a repudiation of American foreign policy, as explicitly antiwar, left-wing groups pushed for the 
adoption of Vietnamese refugees as a sort of reparation for the war  
 

• Traces the stories of these children from their childhood in the ’60s and ’70s, through adulthood, 
as many visited the country of their birth for the first time and reconnected with their birth 
families  

 
• Reveals how these children became subjects of and active participants in discussions about the 

meanings of the war in Vietnam, immigration policies, and the changing American family 
 

• Covers new ground as little historical work has been done on the adoption of Vietnamese 
children 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• This book considers history of French colonialism in Southeast Asia. 
• It explores Vietnamese history, U.S.-Vietnam relations, Vietnamese migrations, Vietnam’s  

recent economic and political developments as well as tourism in Vietnam. 
• Many Vietnamese children were adopted by Australians, and significant numbers of Vietnamese 

settled on the continent. 
• The author examines how the 1975 Operation Baby Lift and New Life rescued escaping South 

Vietnamese. 
 

 
Allison Varzally (Ph.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 2002) is associate professor of history at 
California State University, Fullerton. She is also the author of Making a Non-White America: 
Californians Coloring Outside Ethnic Lines, 1925–1955 (University of California Press, 2008). 
 
“Children of Reunion looks beyond the notion of Vietnamese adoptees and Vietnamese-American 
children as unfortunate consequences of the U.S. war. Varzally adeptly combines scholarly analysis 
and anecdotes about various experiences of children, adoptive families, and birth families which further 
enlivens her already compelling and unique study.” --Donna Alvah, author of "Unofficial Ambassadors": 
American Military Families Overseas and the Cold War 1946–1965 



Political History 

 

 

The Collapse of Apartheid and the Dawn of 
Democracy in South Africa, 1993 
 
Authors: John C. Eby and Fred Morton 
Publication Date: April 1, 2017 
Description: Approximately 120 pages, 1 map, appendix, 
bibliography 

 
Key Points: 

• This game situates students in the Multiparty Negotiating Process that 
took place at the World Trade Center in Kempton Park, South Africa, in 
1993  
 

• The object of the role-playing game, is to negotiate a consensus for a new constitution for a new 
post-apartheid South Africa in the midst of tremendous social anxiety and violence 
 

• The South Africa game is focused on the problem of how to transition a society conditioned to 
profound inequalities, harsh political repression, and great social and cultural diversity to a 
democratic, egalitarian system of governance  

 
• Students engage in questions of justice based in principles established in the UN Declaration of 

Human Rights, the Freedom Charter of 1953, and the ideas of Stephen Biko and Nelson 
Mandela 

 
Notes from the Authors: 

• South Africa: Containing one of the most thorough and detailed narratives of the period between 
the freeing of Mandela and the formation of a new constitution. 

• Netherlands and United Kingdom: The book explores transitional issues that emerge from the 
legacy of European colonialism, in particular how post-colonial settings can struggle to establish 
equality and democracy fairly and with justice. 

• India: The book offers a parallel to India’s post-colonial legacy, with direct links to Indian calls for 
universal justice and equality through the work of Gandhi and his successors in the Natal Indian 
Congress.  It is a good partner with the Reacting to the Past role-playing experience “Defining a 
Nation.” 

• “The Struggle for a Democratic South Africa” and “Chronology of Events” are amongst the most 
detailed accounts of the interval preceding full transition to democracy following apartheid. 

• The “Documents” and “Supplemental Readings” are an extensive collection of primary sources 
highlighting the diverse perspectives informing the debate in the democratic transition. 

• The “News Reports” include an extensive catalogue of news articles that came out during the 
months of the Multiparty Negotiating Process, highlighting the tenuous socio-political 
environment and ongoing violence. 
 
 

John C. Eby is associate professor of history at Loras College. 
Fred Morton is a specialist in the history of South Africa and Botswana. He taught at the University of 
Botswana and Loras College and has co-authored four books and published numerous articles on 
Botswana and South Africa, with particular reference to the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. 

 



Political History 

 

 

Dangerous Grounds 
Antiwar Coffeehouses and Military Dissent in the 
Vietnam Era  
 
Author: David L. Parsons 
Publication Date: May 1, 2017 
Description: 184 pages, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• A network of antiwar coffeehouses, owned and operated by civilian 
activists, appeared in the towns and cities outside American military 
bases during the later years of the Vietnam War 
 

• Designed to serve as off-base refuges for the growing number of active-duty soldiers resisting 
the war, the coffeehouses put the antiwar movement in direct contact with the American military  
 

• By focusing on colorful characters and narrating the history of three individual coffeehouses, 
Parsons tells the history of the broader movement through a single, compelling historical 
narrative packed with fascinating anecdotes and moments of high drama 
 

• Contrary to the stereotypical image of soldiers and radicals on opposite sides of the era's 
political and cultural divisions, GI coffeehouses instead show antiwar GIs and civilians working 
together to build a dynamic peace movement within the armed forces   

 
• Overturning the myth of antiwar civilian hostility toward American soldiers, Parsons documents 

the deep connections between civilian antiwar organizations, active-duty GIs, and veterans   
 

 
 

David L. Parsons (Ph.D., City University of New York, 2012) teaches history and American studies at 
the City University of New York and New York University. 
 
 
“Through meticulous research, Parsons details the roles of the GI coffeehouses in both the movement 
against the Vietnam War and the subsequent cultural transformation of the U.S. military. A book of 
wonderful insights, this fine history of the GI coffeehouse movement has great relevance in our current 
epoch of endless war.” --H. Bruce Franklin, author of Vietnam and Other American Fantasies 
 
 
“In his account of the antiwar GI coffeehouse network, David Parsons changes the way we understand 
the relationship between GIs and civilian peace activists. This is a great story, full of engaging 
characters—both activists and their opponents—that perfectly showcases the gamut of 1960s–70s 
activism.” --Beth Bailey, author of America’s Army: Making the All-Volunteer Force 
 



Political History 

 

 

Deng Xiaoping's Long War 
Military Conflict between China and Vietnam,  
1979–1991 
 
Author: Xiaoming Zhang 
Publication Date: June 29, 2015 
Description: 269 pages, 16 halftones, 5 maps, notes, bibliography, 
index 
 
Key Points: 

• Traces the shocking Chinese military invasion of Vietnam in 1979 to 
the historical relationship between the Chinese and Vietnamese, 
ongoing Sino-Soviet disputes, and Deng Xiaoping’s desire to 
modernize China 

 
• Charts China’s approach to warfare through history, military strategy, archival and declassified 

materials, and civilian and military memoirs 
 

• Illuminates thirteen years of hostility between China and Vietnam, previous to their 1950s–
1960s alliance against their common enemy, the United States 

 
• Shows how the two-decade long alliance fell apart as China began to regard the Soviet Union 

as its biggest enemy 
 

• Explores the war’s importance in understanding China’s current role as the major military player 
in the Asian-Pacific world 

 
• Offers insight into how Deng Xiaoping’s leadership and perception of the Soviet Union, 

combined with his plans for economic and military reform, influenced China’s strategic vision 
 

Notes from the Author: 
• Chapter 1, 2, 5, and 8 describe the relationships between China and Vietnam, the Soviet Union, 

and the U.S. in the context of the Cold War. 
• Chapters 3 through 7 cover the modern Chinese military and its role in the world today. 

 
 
Xiaoming Zhang (Ph.D., University of Iowa, 1994) is associate professor of military history at Air War 
College. He is also the author of Red Wings over the Yalu: China, the Soviet Union and Air War in 
Korea (Texas A&M University Press, 2002). He has been selected twice by The Journal of Military 
History for the Moncado Prize for excellence in the writing of military history.  
 
“[A] skillful study. . . . Reminds readers of the reasons why fundamental distrust persists on both sides.” 
--Foreign Affairs 
 
“This is the most comprehensive and well-researched study yet published of Chinese decision-
making—both diplomatic and on the battlefield—during the 1979 Sino-Vietnamese War and the 
ensuing ten-year conflict. Offering new insights culled from a wide range of never-before-utilized 
Chinese-language primary documents, Zhang’s argument is unique and valuable, and it deserves wide 
circulation within the scholarly community.” --Robert Ross, Boston College 
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A Failed Empire 
The Soviet Union in the Cold War from  
Stalin to Gorbachev, Second Edition 
 
 
Author: Vladislav M. Zubok 
Publication Date: September 24, 2007 with a new preface in 2009 
Description: 504 pages, 12 illustrations, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points:  

• Presents a history of the Cold War from the Soviet perspective and 
employs recently opened Russian archives 

 

• Argues that Khrushchev wanted to gradually open Soviet society to the West and that 
Brezhnev’s physical decline contributed to the Soviet decision to invade Afghanistan 

  

• Argues that the USSR collapse had little to do with America and Reagan’s policies and more to 
do with Gorbachev and “new thinkers” 

 

• Includes a new preface by the author for the 2009 edition discussing the Georgian- Russian war 
and Putin’s role in the Russian government 
 
 

Further Notes:  
• The author argues that Western interpretations of the Cold War—both realist and 

neoconservative—have erred by exaggerating either the Kremlin's pragmatism or its 
aggressiveness. Explaining the interests, aspirations, illusions, fears, and misperceptions of the 
Kremlin leaders and Soviet elites, Zubok offers a Soviet perspective on the greatest standoff of 
the twentieth century.  

• Using recently declassified Politburo records, ciphered telegrams, diaries, and taped 
conversations, among other sources, Zubok explores the origins of the superpowers' 
confrontation under Stalin, Khrushchev's contradictory and counterproductive attempts to ease 
tensions, the surprising story of Brezhnev's passion for détente, and Gorbachev's destruction of 
the Soviet superpower as the by-product of his hasty steps to end the Cold War and to reform 
the Soviet Union.  

• The first work in English to cover the entire Cold War from the Soviet side, A FAILED EMPIRE 
provides a history different from those written by the Western victors. 
 
 
 

Vladislav M. Zubok (Ph.D., Institute for the USA and Canada in Moscow) is professor of international 
history at London School of Economics. He is author of Zhivago's Children: The Last Russian 
Intelligentsia (Harvard University Press, 2009) and coauthor of Anti-Americanism in Russia: From Stalin 
to Putin and Inside the Kremlin's Cold War: From Stalin to Khrushchev (Palgrave Macmillan, 2000). 
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A Failed Empire 
The Soviet Union in the Cold War from  
Stalin to Gorbachev, Second Edition 
 
 

Licenses for A FAILED EMPIRE 
 
 

Korean rights to Acanet Publishing (2016) 
Chinese simplified rights to Social Science Academic Press (2012)  

Audio rights to Audible (2009) 
Romanian rights to TKJ Publishing, Bucharest (2009)  
Russian rights to Rosspen (2009 and available again) 

Estonian rights to Tänapäev Publishers (2008)  
Bulgarian rights to EMAS (2008) 

Spanish rights to Editorial Critica (2007) 
Polish rights to Jagiellonian University Press (2007)  

Book club rights to History Book Club (2007) 
 

 
 
 

Praise for A FAILED EMPIRE 
 

 
A Washington Post Book World Best of 2008 selection 

 

 
“A Failed Empire draw[s] on abundant new primary sources to refine our understanding of the 
Cold War, turning it from a melodrama into a nuanced tragedy. . . [This] book . . . offers new 
information and fresh interpretation. Zubok reveals the full extent of Stalin's brutal post-World 

War II suppression of the Soviet People.” --Washington Post Book World 
 

 
“A significant contribution to a field that has long been dominated by West-centric analyses. . . . 

Highly recommended.” --CHOICE 

 
"Zubok has been prominent amongst those reassessing Soviet foreign policy through the newly 
available primary sources. . . . [A Failed Empire] extends the story to the end of the Cold War 

and provides an excellent overview of the whole period." --International Journal 
 

 
“Ranks as the new standard work on the Soviet Union's Cold War – for scholars and students 
alike. . . . An excellent combination of old and new, offering both a synthetic interpretation of 

Soviet foreign policy in the latter half of the twentieth century and fresh new material to 
reconceptualize the factors behind that policy. . . . An important book [and] a standout.”  

--Journal of American History 
 

 
“Zubok has picked out many of the most important features and dealt with them convincingly. 

The story is fluently and authoritatively told.” --The International History Review 
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Prompt and Utter Destruction 
Truman and the Use of Atomic Bombs against Japan 
Third Edition 
 
Author: J. Samuel Walker 
Publication Date: August 1, 2016 
Description: 160 pages, 8 halftones, notes, appendix, bibliography, 
index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Considered the definitive work on why the United States dropped the 
atomic bombs in Japan 

 
• Proposes that President Truman used the bomb to end the war as soon as possible, not as a 

warning to the Soviet Union 
 

• Third edition presents an accessible synthesis of previous work and new research to help make 
sense of the events that ushered in the atomic age 

 
• Incorporates a decade of new research—mostly from Japanese archives only recently 

made available—that sheds light on both the strategic and scientific consequences of 
dropping the bomb 

 
 
 

Japanese rights for Second Edition to Sairyu-Sha, Tokyo (2008) 
 

 
 

J. Samuel Walker (Ph.D., University of Maryland, 1974), historian of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, has published six other books on the history of American foreign policy and the history of 
nuclear energy. 
 
 

 
 

Praise for the Previous Edition 
 
“So intelligent is Walker’s book, so balanced, economical, lucid, and deeply informed, that those 
reading it will never again believe that the decision to drop the bomb was uncomplicated.”  
--Technology & Culture 
  
“Mature, confident scholarship, this is the best synthetic study of the use of the atomic bomb.”  
--International History Review 
 
“An excellent addition to the literature, particularly useful for beginning students.” 
--Foreign Affairs 
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The Rise of the Arab American Left 
Activists, Allies, and Their Fight against Imperialism and 
Racism, 1960s–1980s 
 
Author: Pamela E. Pennock 
Publication Date: February 20, 2017 
Description: 328 pages, 10 halftones, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Uncovers stories of Arab Americans’ political organizing and their 
attempts to form coalitions with other marginalized groups in the 
1960s–1980s, and is the only book-length study to do so 

 
• Based on new archival and interview evidence 
 
• Examines Arab Americans’ advocacy of Palestine and of their own civil rights in the context of 

other American movements seeking social justice and power 
 
• Integrates Arab American history with the history of other, more familiar American social and 

political movements, appealing to a wider range of people interested in social change and 
minority movements 
 

Notes from the Author: 
• Although focused on Arabs in the United States, the book draws on the context of political 

activism throughout the Arab diaspora and how it has intersected with other forms of 
progressive social activism.  In the past ten years, Arabs have increasingly settled throughout 
Europe, especially in Germany and France, and many are exhibiting their political positions, for 
example on Palestine, in these countries. The book’s exploration of Arab Americans’ inclusion 
and exclusion in the American political arena should have resonance for European countries in 
which Arab newcomers are integrating into their societies. 

• Chapter One, about the Association of Arab American University Graduates, discusses many 
instances in which the Arab American leaders of this activist organization maintained close ties 
with global anti-imperialist activists and intellectuals as well as with organizations in the Arab 
World.   

• Chapter Two, which looks at the American group the Organization of Arab Students, discusses 
the affinities between young Arab American activists and Palestinian radical groups in the late 
1960s through the 1970s.  

• Chapter Four, about Sirhan Sirhan (who assassinated Robert F. Kennedy in 1968), explores his 
early life in Palestine and examines his crime and the aftermath in the context of the pro-
Palestinian position. 
 

 
Pamela E. Pennock (Ph.D., The Ohio State University, 2002) is associate professor of history at the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn. She specializes in recent social and political American history and 
teaches classes on 20th century U.S. history. She is the author of Advertising Sin and Sickness: The 
Politics of Alcohol and Tobacco Marketing, 1950–1990 (Northern Illinois University Press, 2007). 
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Soviet Soft Power in Poland 
Culture and the Making of Stalin's New Empire,  
1943–1957 
 
Author: Patryk Babiracki 
Publication Date: June 22, 2015 
Description: 368 pages, 19 halftones, 9 graphs, 3 tables, notes, 
appendix, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Explores subtleties and complexities of Soviet expansion into Poland in 
the “long decade” after World War II 

  
• Chronicles unexplored backstage mutual propaganda efforts and cooperation between Poland 

and U.S.S.R. 
 
• Redefines propaganda as a form of cultural traffic among popular, elite, and consumer cultures 
 
• Analyzes reasons for the U.S.S.R.’s recurrent failure to manufacture an ideal vision of Polish 

society 
 

• Explores the enduring consequences of the failure to unite the two nations and its affect in the 
Eastern bloc countries 

 
• Sheds light on negotiation exchanges between journalists, students, fiction writers, scientists, 

and information workers across borders 
 
• Examines the histories of empire and imperialism through the history of Soviet-Polish relations 
 
• Appeals to interest in soft power and the Cold War in UK, France, Germany, Ukraine, Russia, 

Japan, and China 
 
 
 

Patryk Babiracki (Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University, 2008) is associate professor in Russian and East 
European history at the University of Texas at Arlington. 
 
 
“Offers interesting observations that can be applied to ancient empires and modern ones. . . . 
Recommended.” --CHOICE 
 
“Beautifully written and full of original insights gleaned from a variety of newly available sources…This 
landmark work deserves a wide readership among those who want to know what the Cold War meant 
to the millions who lived beyond the Iron Curtain.”  --John Connelly, author of Captive University: The 
Sovietization of East German, Czech, and Polish Higher Education, 1945–1956 
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The Struggle to Save the Soviet Economy 
Mikhail Gorbachev and the Collapse of the USSR 
 
Author: Chris Miller 
Publication Date: December 2, 2016 
Description: Approximately 264 pages, 11 charts, 1 table, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Uses documents from the Politburo, the Council of Ministers, the state 
bank, economic research institutes, and Gorbachev and his top aide 
that have never before been used by scholars studying the Soviet economy 

 
• Settles long-standing economic debates about Gorbachev and the perestroika period 

 
• Reveals how intimately connected the Soviet planned economy was to political decisions made 

at the top level of the Soviet Communist party 
 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Uses never-before-studied sources on Soviet economics and politics during the 1980s to 
examine the Soviet Union’s failed economic reform in the context of China’s successful 
transition from a communist economy to state-managed, authoritarian capitalism. 

• Extensively discusses Tiananmen Square actions. 
 
 
 

Chris Miller (Ph.D., Yale University, 2015) is Associate Director of the Brady-Johnson Program in 
Grand Strategy at Yale University. 
 
 
 
“The Soviet collapse was the unexpected denouement of the ‘short 20th century,’ but Miller shows that 
it was not something willed by Mikhail Gorbachev alone. Rather, the powerful vested interests that 
resisted fiscal reform—the military and the KGB, the collective farm lobby, and the energy industry—
were the real causes of the Russian Katastrophe. This is a meticulous autopsy on homo sovieticus.” 
--Niall Ferguson, author of The War of the World: Twentieth-Century Conflict and the Descent of the 
West 
 
“Miller brings together politics, ideology, and, most importantly, economics to explain one of the most 
dramatic and consequential developments in recent history—the fall of the Soviet Union and the rise of 
China. I highly recommend it to anyone interested in not only the history of the Cold War, but also the 
future of the world that awaits us.” --Serhii Plokhii, author of The Last Empire: The Final Days of the 
Soviet Union 
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Us versus Them 
The United States, Radical Islam, and the  
Rise of the Green Threat 
 
Author: Douglas Little 
Publication Date: May 2, 2016 
Description: 328 pages, 4 maps, notes, bibliography, index 
 
Key Points: 

• Examines the modern political and cultural consequences of the Cold 
War-perpetuated “us versus them” ideology 

 
• Traces the “other” from the “brown threat” of fascism, the “red threat” 

of communism, and the “yellow menace” of the Chinese Revolution in the 1960s to the “green 
threat” of Islam from the late 1980s to present day 
 

• Reveals the U.S. government’s attempts to contain “them” in the Middle East through covert CIA 
action, from encouraging anti-Nasser dissidents, to bankrolling anti-Saddam insurgents, to 
arming anti-Soviet guerrillas 

 
• Discusses Islamophobia as a result of the “us versus them” thinking, despite the collapse of the 

Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War 
 

• Analyzes U.S. policy from Desert Storm to ISUL 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Chapter 2 examines George H.W. Bush’s diplomacy during the end of the Cold War. 
• Chapter 3 discusses Bill Clinton’s involvement with the Middle East. 
• Chapter 4 looks at George W. Bush’s excessive containment strategies and his “war on terror.” 
• Chapter 5 examines Barak Obama’s diplomacy following Bush’s “war on terror.” 
• Chapter 6 discusses Islamophobia. 

 
 
Douglas Little (Ph.D., Cornell University, 1978) is the Robert and Virginia Scotland Professor of History and 
International Relations at Clark University. His previous publications include: American Orientalism: the 
United States and the Middle East since 1945 (University of North Carolina Press, 2002, also published in 
Arabic and Italian). 
 
 
“Us versus Them is a marvelous read on a hot topic. With crisp and witty prose, the book is by far the 
liveliest read in its field, and Little demonstrates a mastery of sources with the sure hand of a mature 
historian who knows not only the topic of U.S. relations with the Middle East, but also the broad sweep of 
U.S. history. No book presently on the market commands the strengths of Us versus Them.” --Frank 
Costigliola, University of Connecticut 
 
“Douglas Little’s cogent, perceptive, and well-reasoned work emerges as one of the best books on recent 
U.S. diplomacy across the Middle East. Moving energetically through twenty-five years of U.S. diplomacy, 
Little’s compelling and memorable thesis will draw more visibility and attention to his work than that enjoyed 
to date by any other book on this subject.” --Peter Hahn, The Ohio State University 
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Winning the Third World 
Sino-American Rivalry during the Cold War 
 
Author: Gregg A. Brazinsky 
Publication Date: April 27, 2017 
Description: Approximately 448 pages, 8 halftones, notes, 
bibliography, index 

 
 
Key Points: 

• Tells the story of the intense and enduring rivalry between the United 
States and the PRC from 1949 to 1979, as both nations fought to 
establish economic and cultural influence in the so-called Third World  
 

• Presents a detailed narrative of the diplomatic, economic, and cultural competition between 
Beijing and Washington, and offers an important new window for understanding the impact of 
the Cold War on the Third World  

 
• With China’s growing involvement in Asia, and Africa emerging as one of the most important 

phenomenon of the twenty-first century, this impressive new work of international history has an 
undeniable relevance to contemporary world affairs and policymaking 
 

• First book to look at Sino-American competition from a global perspective, arguing that status 
was a driving force behind this competition 

 
• Incorporates new archival materials from the U.S. and from China (which has now closed its 

archive)  
 
 

Notes from the Author: 
• The book is especially relevant to readers in China  and to readers in other Asian countries 

impacted by China’s growing influence, in particular. 
• Chapters 3, 4, and 7 examine Southeast Asia. 
• Chapter 9 examines Africa. 

 
 

Gregg A. Brazinsky (Ph.D., Cornell University, 2002) is associate professor of history and international 
affairs at George Washington University. He is also the author of Nation Building in South Korea: 
Koreans, Americans and the Making of a Democracy (University of North Carolina Press, 2007, also 
available in Korean). 
 
 
“With the support of extensive multiarchival research, Brazinsky has written a fresh and, indeed, 
pioneering book on the hot subject of Sino-American relations in the Cold War by concentrating on the 
previously little-explored area of the two countries’ competition in the Third World. This is first-rate 
scholarship.” --Chen Jian, Cornell University 
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Women’s Antiwar Diplomacy during the 
Vietnam War Era 
 
Author: Jessica M. Frazier 
Publication Date: March 20, 2017 
Description: Approximately 224 pages, 8 halftones, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• A group of female American peace activists decided to take matters into 
their own hands and meet with Vietnamese women to discuss how to end 
U.S. intervention in Vietnam  
 

• This alliance between American and Vietnamese women was unique because American women 
crossed geopolitical boundaries to criticize American Cold War culture, not to promote it  
 

• U.S. activists solicited Vietnamese women’s advice on how to end the war and viewed  them as 
models for their own lives, as paragons of a new womanhood  
 

• Uses a transnational approach to the study of American feminism and U.S. women’s antiwar 
activism 

 
• Author conducted oral history interviews in Vietnam 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• The book provides insight into the Vietnamese strategy of using people’s diplomacy to undermine 
the U.S. war effort during the Vietnam War. The author conducted interviews with former 
Vietnamese people’s diplomats through the Vietnam-USA Society, which was the same organization 
that coordinated communication between antiwar American activists and North Vietnamese 
diplomats during the American war (at that time, the organization was called the Committee for 
Solidarity with American People).   

• The author included material from English-language Vietnamese newspapers that were published in 
Hanoi and distributed in Europe and the U.S. as part of North Vietnam’s public diplomacy—or 
propaganda—campaign. 

• Expands upon the personal stories of several Vietnamese women—Nguyen Thi Binh and Ngo Ba 
Thanh, in particular. Chapters 5 and 6 include longer sections on these women. 
 
 

Jessica M. Frazier (Ph.D., Binghamton University, 2013) is assistant professor of gender and women's 
studies at the University of Rhode Island. 
 
 
“This book chronicles a critical and long overlooked dimension of sixties-era history, the history of U.S. 
women’s activism, and the history of second-wave feminism. With cutting-edge research, Frazier 
complicates our understanding of how international connections and networks shaped the development of 
women’s liberation efforts within the United States and highlights the different interpretations of ‘feminism’ 
held by activists from distinct social, political, and generational groups.” --Marian Mollin, author of Radical 
Pacifism in Modern America: Egalitarianism and Protest 
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Christianity, Social Justice, and the Japanese 
American Incarceration during World War II 
 
Author: Anne M. Blankenship 
Publication Date: November 7, 2016 
Description: 296 pages, 14 halftones, notes, bibliography, index 
 
Key Points: 

• Offers far-reaching insights into the infamous World War II race-
based incarceration of Japanese Americans 

 

• Shows how church leaders were forced to assess the ethics of 
fighting against what they clearly perceived as an unjust social 
system, even in the midst of a national crisis 

 
• Delves deeply into the religious experiences of the incarcerated and the Christians who aided  

them 
 

• Argues that the incarceration period introduced new social and legal approaches for Christians 
willing to challenge the constitutionality of government policies on race and civil rights 

 

•  Shows how the camp experience nourished the roots of an Asian American liberation theology  
that sprouted in the sixties and seventies 
 

• No other books focus on the camps' religion-related contingencies for American Christians of all 
types 
 

• Argues that this WWII experience gave churches tools for future political work and expanded  
their conception of race beyond the black and white paradigm 
 

Notes from the Author:  
• This book covers issues that are, alarmingly, becoming more relevant given recent events. 

Nations in Europe (and elsewhere) are coping with questions about foreign populations within 
their borders and the potential security risk. These debates are complicated by race, citizenship 
and religion, just as with the Japanese American incarceration during World War II. While my 
book considers the Christian response to this injustice most closely, the bigger question is one 
of social justice and the responsibilities of citizens to protect marginal populations and overcome 
unjustified—and dangerous—stereotypes. 
 

Anne M. Blankenship (Ph.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2012) is assistant professor  
of American religious history at North Dakota State University. 

 
“The first full exploration of the role of Christianity among Japanese Americans incarcerated during World  
War II, this powerful book is a marvelous introduction to an unjustly neglected topic. Taking the study of 
Japanese Americans in a new direction, Anne Blankenship deepens our understanding not only of religious 
practice in the camps but of government regulation of freedom of religion. A vital addition to literature in  
religious studies, history, and ethnic studies.” --Greg Robinson, Université du Québec à Montréal 
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The Transnational Mosque 
Architecture and Historical Memory  
in the Contemporary Middle East 
 
Author: Kishwar Rizvi 
Publication Date: November 30, 2015 
Description: 196 pages, 78 halftones, 25 color plates, 12 line 
drawings, 5 maps, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Analyzes the role of “transnational mosques,” structures built through 
government sponsorship in the home country or abroad, within the 
construction of contemporary Muslim identity 

 
• Outlines the aesthetic, religious, political, cultural and economic networks supporting mosques 

in Saudi Arabia, Iran, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Germany, and Pakistan since 
the turn of the 21st century 

 
• Explores how transnational mosques, as different parts of one community, compete with 

multinational corporations, nations, and other communities of belief to communicate their visions 
for a future 

 
• Illuminates the significance of mosques as sites for both validation of religious practice and 

construction of national and religious ideology 
 
• Rejects stereotypical representation of Islam by revealing the diversity of modern mosques such 

as those in a Wahabi-Sunni kingdom, a Shi’i theocratic government, or a republic balancing 
secularism and moderate Islam 

 

• Argues that monumentalized mosques and public discourse reflect concerns for modern 
reinterpretations of the history of Islam 

 
• Draws on extensive fieldwork, architectural and photographic research, interviews with patrons 

and architects, and religious networks  
 
 

Kishwar Rizvi (Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2000) is an architect and associate 
professor of the history of art at Yale University. Her previous publications include The Safavid Dynastic 
Shrine: History, Religion and Architecture in Early Modern Iran (INFO, British reprint also available). 
 
“Clearly written, finely illustrated, and wonderfully organized . . . will be of enormous value to anyone 
interested in how the state ideology in the Middle East is manifest in the built environment. Highly 
recommended.” --CHOICE 
 
“An excellent study with no rivals…This work is particularly noteworthy for the manner in which it links 
architectural and religio-political agendas in specific countries with global or diasporic examples.” --
Jamal J. Elias, University of Pennsylvania 
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The Valiant Woman 
The Virgin Mary in Nineteenth-Century American Culture 
 
Author: Elizabeth Hayes Alvarez 
Publication Date: April 25, 2016 
Description: 256 pages, 14 halftones, notes, bibliography, index 

 
Key Points: 

• Examines how Mary’s role, beginning from the mid-1850s, extended 
beyond representing a Catholic identity to an idealized womanhood 
and motherhood for all Christians 
 

• Sheds light on religious constructions of womanhood that can be 
interpreted as both regressive and progressive 
 

• Analyzes the Marian imagery in popular culture, which shows Mary represented as both pure 
and powerful, compassionate and transcendent, maternal and remote 
 

• Shows how the Marian image bolstered discourses about womanhood that challenged domestic 
expectations 

 
• Utilizes a wide range of popular visual and literary sources, including the work of Nathaniel 

Hawthorne, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Margaret Fuller, and magazines such as Ladies’ Home 
Journal and Harper’s 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• Chapter 1 examines the protest of the French priest Abbe Laborde fo Lectore. 
• Chapters 2 and 5 discuss ways Marian imagery was used to shape cultural gender norms. 
• Chapters 2 and 3 study writings of 19th-century Anglican minister Michael Hobart Seymour and 

art critic Anna Jameson, respectively. 
• Chapter 3 examines the reception of Marian art in the United States. 

 
 

Audio rights to Blackstone Audio (2015) 
 
 

Elizabeth Hayes Alvarez (Ph.D., University of Chicago, 2011) is assistant professor of religion at 
Temple University. 
 
 
“A well-researched exploration of America's widespread interest in the Virgin Mary between the 
Immaculate Conception declaration of 1854 and its semicentennial in 1904. . . . Convincingly argues 
that Americans of the period, Protestant and Catholic alike, understood Mary as an exemplar of both 
woman- and motherhood.” --Library Journal 
 
“The Valiant Woman makes a significant contribution to important areas of recent religious research, 
including gender, Marianism, popular culture, and Catholic-Protestant interaction. Alvarez shows how 
both Protestants and Catholics invested in Mary, creating and appropriating her formidable cultural 
capital for common and divergent interests.” --Julie Byrne, author of O God of Players: The Story of the 
Immaculata Mighty Macs 
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When Sun Meets Moon 
Gender, Eros, and Ecstasy in Urdu Poetry 
 
Author: Scott Kugle 
Publication Date: June 29, 2016 
Description: 348 pages, 6 halftones, 3 maps, 2 figures, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
Key Points: 

• Explores the lives and verse of two Urdu poets who lived in the 
Deccan region of South-Central India during the era of prosperity in 
the 18th century 
 

• Features Mah Laqa Bai Chanda, a Shi’i woman known as “Moon,” who was a dancing 
courtesan who transposed her seduction of men into the pursuit of mystical love 
 

• Also features Shah Siraj Awrangabadi, a Sunni man known as “Sun,” who gave up sexual 
relationships for a calling of personal holiness 
 

• Explores the commonalities between Sufism and Shiism through their poetry and religious 
practices 
 

• Analyzes the Urdu language of the ghazal, which often fuses a spiritual quest with erotic 
imagery, to show the complexity of gender and sexuality in South Asian Islamic culture 
 

• Discusses how their poetry defied the restrictions of traditional gender roles and inequality 
common in their patriarchal societies and conventional Islam 
 

• Illustrates how Muslims of both genders engaged the performing arts, such as Qawwali or 
Thumri song and Kathak dance, for social, political, aesthetic and devotional aims 
 

• Includes Kugle’s translations of Urdu and Persian poetry, published for the first time in English 
 

South Asian rights to Orient BlackSwan, India (2016) 
 
Scott Kugle (Ph.D., University of Iowa, 1994) is associate professor of South Asian and Islamic studies at 
Emory University. His previous books include Sufis and Saints’ Bodies: Mysticism, Corporeality and Sacred 
Power in Islamic Culture (University of North Carolina Press, 2007), and Living Out Islam: Voices of Gay, 
Lesbian and Transgender Muslims (New York University Press, 2013).  
 
“Lively, engaging, and lucid, When Sun Meets Moon is a jewel of a book that enables a rethinking of 
normative understandings of the relationship between gender, sexuality and spirituality. Combining a sharp 
set of analytical insights with a finely honed and fragrant presentation of Sufi aesthetics, this transformative 
book foregrounds the humanity of these historical poets and displays Scott Kugle's sheer love of Urdu poetry 
and culture.” --Sa'diyya Shaikh, University of Cape Town 
 
“In this book that puts the lives and works of two significant and hitherto overlooked Urdu poets into 
conversation with each other, Scott Kugle provides unique insight into the composite Islamicate cultures of 
the Deccan. By successfully integrating accounts of historical and cultural developments in that region into 
his narrative, he explores the wider religious and social milieu in which these poets wrote and lived. A must 
read for anyone interested in Urdu literary history and Dakkani culture.” --Ali Asani, Harvard University 
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Key Points: 

• Examines William James, the American psychologist, philosopher, and 
educator who put an indelible stamp on the development of scientific 
psychology and the psychology of religion  
 

• Provides the first analytical and contextualized account of William 
James's psychical research 
 

• Shows how and why James's psychical research fostered a new method of inquiry designed to 
navigate the epistemological uncertainty of the modern age 

 
• Traces William James's investigation of paranormal activity in unprecedented systematic detail 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• William James was an international figure, particularly well known in Germany, France, England, and 
Italy to which he also travelled frequently and spoke the languages. 

• Chapters 2 and 3 focus on James's friendships with famous British and French intellectuals. 
• Chapter 4, “Eusapia Palladino,” has a major section, as does the Conclusion, about the notorious 

Italian medium Eusapia Palladino. She was studied numerous times by researchers in England, 
France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Russia, and eventually America.   

• Chapters 6 and 7 are especially relevant to German and French speakers, as well as to British 
English speakers. 

• Chapter 6 addresses James's theory of the subliminal conscious in the context of German, French, 
and British theories of unconsciousness.  

• Chapter 7 addresses James's theory of the survival of the soul after bodily death in the context of 
ancient Greek, German, and other theories. 
 

Krister Dylan Knapp (Ph.D., Boston College, 2003) is senior lecturer of history at Washington University in 
St. Louis. 
 
“Krister Dylan Knapp gets the center of gravity right in tracing the development of William James’s thought, 
locating psychical research as a thread that ties his intellectual trajectory together. This is a very significant 
contribution with broad appeal for those interested in religion, psychology, and philosophy.” --Ann Taves, 
Fits, Trances and Visions: Experiencing Religion and Explaining Experience from Wesley to James 
 
“Krister Dylan Knapp’s William James helps us better understand why James’s pragmatic approach to 
religion caught on and why it continues to attract followers today. James’s interest in paranormal activity, 
telepathy, hypnotism, and communications with the dead was not merely a sideline or a passing phase, 
Knapp shows, but an enduring, relentless, and critical search for evidence that such things might stand up to 
scientific scrutiny. In addition to chronicling James’s doggedness in pursuit of psychic phenomena, Knapp 
shows how closely this pursuit was intertwined with other aspects of James’s work that proved more 
influential.” --Amanda Porterfield, author of Conceived in Doubt: Religion and Politics in the New American 
Nation 
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