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Virtus Romana 
Politics and Morality in the Roman Historians 
 
Author: Catalina Balmaceda 
Publication Date: November 6, 2017 
Description: estimated 304 pages, 3 halftones, notes, bibliography, 
index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Explores the historiography of virtus (roughly “manly courage”) 
beyond simply the philosophical interpretation in order to understand how it formed a language 
that allowed for the people and the state to discuss Roman socio-cultural values, attitudes, and 
norms 
 

• Looks at the concept of virtus in action, both morally, philosophically, and politically 
 

• First book to analyze the concept of virtus through historical narratives of key contemporary 
historians, including Sallust, Livy, Velleius Paterculus, and Tacitus 
 

• Examines Roman historians beyond their role as literary artists by assessing them as 
constructors of politics and society 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Offers a reappraisal of the historians as promoters of change and continuity in the political 
culture of both the Republic and the Empire. 

 
 

 
Catalina Balmaceda (D.Phil, Oxford University, 2005) is associate professor of ancient history at 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile. She is the co-author of two books, Comprender el Pasado: 
una historia de la escritura y el pensamiento histórico (Ediciones Akal, 2013) and Sallust: The War 
against Jugurtha (Oxbow, 2009). 
 
 
 
“Clearly written and effectively presented, Virtus Romana stands out among other studies of virtus. By 
tracing the concept through the context of historiographical narratives, this book will be useful to 
scholars in multiple fields.” —Christina Kraus, Yale University 



 

 

Jah Kingdom 
Rastafarians, Tanzania, and Pan-Africanism in the  
Age of Decolonization 
 
Author: Monique A. Bedasse 
Publication Date: October 9, 2017 
Description: estimated 272 pages, 5 halftones, notes, bibliography, 
index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Explores the history of Rastafarianism and its political influences during the 1970s and 1980s as 
Ras Bupe Karudi and other Rastafarians worked towards repatriation to Africa 

 
• Focuses on gender as she draws out the voices of the woman who were part of the repatriation 

to Tanzania through a collection of oral histories 
 

• Extensively researched through sources from the United States, Jamaica, Tanzania, London, 
and Bedasse’s own experiences with Rastafarianism 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• This works explores the history and influence of Rastafarianism in Jamaica, Tanzania, and the 
United Kingdom.  

• Some of the research was conducted using the Black Cultural Archives in Brixton which has 
become a library and community space for Rastafarians as well as others interested in those 
issues.  
 
 
 

Monique A. Bedasse (Ph.D., University of Miami, 2010) is assistant professor of history and African 
and African American studies at Washington University in St. Louis. Bedasse was raised Rastafarian, 
giving her an interesting insight and access to the culture surrounding Rastafarianism.  
 
 
“Monique Bedasse has done an amazing thing: she has taken what is presumed to be primarily a 
cultural phenomenon and shown its real-world, trans-spatial dimensions. Beautifully and movingly 
written, this is a refreshingly candid appraisal of the relationship between Jamaica and Tanzania 
through Rastafarian ideology, and the ways in which diasporic and continental African actors come 
together in a context of anticolonial struggle.” —Michael A. Gomez 
 
“Jah Kingdom is the work of a talented, imaginative historian whose innovative approach to Rastafari 
and black internationalism captures a neglected stream in the long history of Pan-African political 
aspirations and anticolonial struggles. Through prodigious research, oral interviews, and a conceptually 
rich historiographical engagement, Monique Bedasse reveals a wide range of alternative political 
imaginaries that ultimately facilitated Tanzania assuming a central place in African diasporic politics and 
Rastafarian decolonial aspirations.” —Minkah Makalani, University of Texas at Austin. 



 

 

Technocrats and the Politics of Drought and 
Development in Twentieth-Century Brazil 
 
Author: Eve E. Buckley 
Publication Date: September 11, 2017 
Description: estimated 288 pages, 10 halftones, 2 maps, 1 table, 
notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

 Explores the limited power of scientists and technocrats to solve 
issues surrounding social reform and development during the twentieth century due to the 
political struggles over water and land 
 

 Analyzes the efforts to combat droughts in northeast Brazil during twentieth century, focusing on 
the scientists and technocrats by highlighting both the conditions under which they conducted 
their science and their role in the larger debates surrounding modernization and social inequality 
 

 Presents the history of drought and development in Brazil, which is key to understanding the 
country, in an engaging and accessible style that assumes no prior knowledge of Brazil’s history 
 
 

 

Notes from the Author: 
 Chapter 2 compares Brazil’s rural public health work during the 1920s and 1920s to the 

Rockefeller Foundation’s funding of public health development in other parts of Latin America 
and the world. 

 Chapter 3 provides the clearest example of how Brazil’s drought technocrats drew on the 
models of regional developments being deployed in other areas of the world including the 
western United States and British colonial India. 

 Chapter 6 contextualizes the work of Brazil’s mid-twentieth century development economists 
internationally. 

 The beginning of the introduction and the section “Blind Sports in the Technocratic Lens” in the 
conclusion situate the Brazilian story within the context of scientific development efforts in the 
twentieth century. 
 
 

Eve E. Buckley (Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania, 2006) is assistant professor of history at the 
University of Delaware. Her published work includes articles in the peer-reviewed journals Boletim do 
Museu Paraense Emilio Goeldi: Ciências Humanas and Comparative Technology Transfer & Society. 
 
 
"Eve Buckley’s innovative and eloquent book is a model study of how several generations of Brazilian experts 
sought, with only limited success, to solve a chronic problem of development. Buckley weaves a nuanced picture 
of how the problems of development in Brazil's Northeast were understood in different ways by the administrators 
in Rio de Janeiro, in the provincial capitals in the Northeast, and especially by the experts on the ground. The 
book also offers a vivid portrait of what ordinary Brazilians made of the development schemes supposedly 
designed for their benefit."  --Stuart McCook, University of Guelph 



 

 

Runaway 
Gregory Bateson, the Double Bind, and the Rise of 
Ecological Consciousness 
 
Author: Anthony Chaney 
Publication Date: October 2, 2017 
Description: estimated 320 pages, 17 halftones, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

 Outlines the history of Gregory Bateson, an anthropologist who was instrumental in a variety of 
fields including psychology, anthropology, zoology, climate science, systems theory, and 
cybernetics, and his concept of the Double Bind 
 

 Examines the intersection of science, environmental history including the roots of climate 
change, the sixties, and American intellectual history with Bateson as the guide 
 

 Gorgeous writing brings heady philosophical and scientific concepts to life through the life and 
thought of Gregory Bateson 
 
 

 

Notes from the Author: 
 Chapter 2 looks at the Cold War and the nuclear deterrence and containment policies. 

 Chapter 6 focuses on the 1960s, specifically the antiwar movements and California. 

 Chapter 10 outlines the greenhouse effect, global warming, and environmental deterioration. 
 
 
 

Anthony Chaney (Ph.D., The University of Texas at Dallas, 2014) is a lecturer at the University of 
Texas at Dallas. Chaney received the Claire Myers Owen Research Award in 2011. 
 
 
 
“This is a fascinating and ambitious study dealing with the cultural history of a concept--Gregory 
Bateson’s double bind--as it emerged and wove its way through twentieth-century thought. In the 
process of narrating this complex intellectual and cultural history, Chaney draws upon not only 
Bateson’s archive but a host of literary and scientific sources, demonstrating the shared influences and 
overlap between bodies of thought that to my knowledge have never been explored so deeply or with 
as much skill.” —Frank Zelko, University of Vermont 
 
“This is a remarkable piece of work by a gifted scholar. Indeed, it is something of an intellectual page-
turner. Chaney has managed throughout to convert abstract ideas into riveting narrative episodes. The 
book opens up windows onto both Bateson’s psyche and the many worlds in which he moved, 
creatively reading a wide range of texts to reveal some of the deepest cultural and intellectual dynamics 
of the mid-twentieth century.”--Andrew Jewett, Harvard University 



 

 

Winning Our Freedoms Together 
African Americans and Apartheid, 1945–1960 
 
Author: Nicholas Grant 
Publication Date: November 13, 2017 
Description: estimated 304 pages, 12 halftones, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

 First transnational investigation of the anti-Apartheid movement in 
South Africa and the Civil Rights movement in the United States detailing the extent of the 
contact between the two movements 
 

 Drawing on sources form multiple continents, Grant presents a deeply researched and 
geographically broad study that pulls together the history of South Africa and the United States 
in order to understand the ability of the two movements to learn from one another as they 
challenged white supremacy on a global level 
 

 Explores the intersection of the history of South Africans, African Americans, and the Cold War 
through both diplomatic relationships and social movements  

 
 

Notes from the Author: 
 The text highlights prominent South African figures including Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, 

Lillian Ngoyi, Dora Tamana, and Miriam Makeba. 

 Chapter 4 explores the cultural exchange between South Africa and the United States. 

 Chapters 5, 6, and 7 discuss prominent historical events in South Africa’s history, including the 
Treason Trial (Chapters 5 and 6) and the Women’s Protests (Chapter 7). 

 Shows how the Defiance Campaigns led by the Women’s Anti-Pass movement resonated and 
inspired African American activists as they pushed for civil rights in the United States. 

 Demonstrates how films, like Cry, the Beloved Country, shaped black diasporic connections 
between South Africa and the United States. 
 

 
 

 
Nicholas Grant (Ph.D., University of Leeds, 2012) is a lecturer in American studies at the University of 
East Anglia. His previous publications include articles published in the Radical History Review and the 
Journal of American Studies. 
 
 
“In this solid transnational history, Grant not only demonstrates the connections between the freedom 
struggles of African Americans and black South Africans, but also illuminates how and why these 
transnational linkages formed. Conceptually innovative and deeply grounded in archival work across 
multiple continents, this study weaves a fascinating story that will be a valuable resource for present 
and future scholars.” --Robert Trent Vinson, author of The Americans Are Coming! 



 

Beyond the Crossroads 

The Devil and the Blues Tradition 
 
Author: Adam Gussow 
Publication Date: October 2, 2017 
Description: estimated 416 pages, 6 halftones, 1 table, 2 maps, 
notes, appendix, bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Explores the mythology of the Devil in the blues tradition with a 
particular focus on blues legend Robert Johnson’s infamous 
crossroads meeting with the Devil… selling his soul for extraordinary power on the guitar 
 

• Examines the nexus between the devil and the blues throughout which will appeal to fans of 
blues music as well as those interested in roots music, rock music, and black music in general 
 

• Considers the influence of women in the history of blues music 
 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• Spotlights the following blues musicians: John Lee Hooker (see the Burnin’ Hell section of 
Chapter 1), Muddy Waters, Big Bill Broonzy (see the "Hell Ain't But a Mile and a Quarter" 
section of Chapter 3), Peetie Wheatstraw, Bessie Smith, Lonnie Johnson, and Skip James 
throughout the book. 

• Chapter 5 analyzes blues musician Robert Johnson and his music with a focus on the myth of 
Johnson selling his soul to the devil at a Mississippian crossroads.  

• Chapter 5 explains the genesis and history of the international tourist site of “the crossroads” 
monument in Clarksdale, Mississippi. 

• Extensive catalogue of blues music that references the Devil over the past 90 years. 
 
 

Adam Gussow (Ph.D., Princeton University, 2000) is associate professor of English and Southern 
Studies at the University of Mississippi. He  is author of three books, Mister Satan’s Apprentice: A Blues 
Memoir (Pantheon, 1998, U. of Minnesota Press, 2009); the award-winning Seems Like Murder Here: 
Southern Violence and the Blues Tradition (U. of Chicago Press, 2002),; and Journeyman’s Road: 
Modern Blues Lives From Faulkner’s Mississippi to Post-9/11 New York (University Press of 
Tennessee, 2007). Gussow is also a professional blues harmonica player and teacher.  As a member 
of the blues duo Satan and Adam for more than 25 years, he has played the major blues, jazz, and folk 
festivals; recorded half a dozen CDs; and has been featured on the cover of Living Blues magazine.  
His debut music video, a solo version of "Crossroads Blues" from his CD, Kick and Stomp (2010), has 
more than 1,250,000 views on YouTube. His website, ModernBluesHarmonica.com draws thousands of 
viewers from around the world.  
  
"At once affable and frightening, the devil is forever partnered with the blues. Beyond the Crossroads is 
a beautifully written exploration of what Adam Gussow calls 'the blues' most malleable, dynamic, and 
important personage.' This is a work of exquisite detail." –William Ferris, author of The South in Color 



 

 

 

Pressed for All Time 
Producing the Great Jazz Albums from Louis Armstrong 
and Billie Holiday to Miles Davis and Diana Krall  
 
Author: Michael Jarrett 
Publication Date: October 17, 2016 
Description: 336 pages, 224 halftones, notes, index 
 
Key Points: 

 Drawing together interviews with over fifty producers, musicians, 
engineers, and label executives, Jarrett shines a light on the world of 
making jazz records as his subjects share their experiences in 
creating the American jazz canon 
 

 Tells the history of jazz production, recording technology, and some of the genre's 
greatest players in a way no other book has, telling the story of jazz from the unique 
vantage point of record producers  

 

 Packed with fascinating stories and fresh perspectives on over 200 albums and artists, 
including legends like Louis Armstrong, John Coltrane, and Miles Davis, as well as 
contemporary favorites, like Diana Krall and Norah Jones 

 
 

Notes from the Author: 
 For almost one-hundred years, jazz has been one of the most loved of all exports from the USA, 

with great summer jazz festivals in Europe and concerts in Japan.  

 Though American jazz musicians (especially those of the past) are revered worldwide, 
musicians from Europe, Japan, and Latin America (especially Cuba) are vital to the 
development of jazz as an enduring art form.  
 
 

Michael Jarrett (Ph.D., University of Florida, 1988) is professor of English at Pennsylvania State 
University, York. He is also the author of Producing Country: The Inside Story of the Great Recordings 
(Wesleyan University Press, 2014), Drifting on a Read: Jazz as a Model for Writing (SUNY Press, 
1999), and Sound Tracks: A Musical ABC, Vols. 1–3 (Temple University Press, 1998). 
 
 
"Essential reading for every jazz aficionado." --DownBeat 
 

"Successfully details the untold narrative of jazz production from the perspective of those with an 
astounding array of technical skills and artistic background[s], who coaxed iconic recordings out of the 
giants of jazz. Jazz fans and record buffs will relish poring over these accounts of how their favorite 
records were made." --Library Journal 
 

"Will prove illuminating for everyone who loves jazz." --Booklist 
 

"Filled with fresh stories and insights about the process of recording jazz, filling in an important gap in 
jazz history. . . . highly recommended." --Scott Yanow, Los Angeles Jazz Scene 



 

 

Cuban Revolution in America 
Havana and the Making of a United States Left, 1968–
1992 
 
Author: Teishan A. Latner 
Publication Date: December 4, 2017 
Description: esimated 336 pages, 12 halftones, 1 map, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Details the history of Cuba following the Cuban Revolution by exploring the countries social, 
cultural, and political impact on the United States, a novel approach since the focus has 
primarily been on the diplomatic history between the two countries 
 

• Analyzes how the Cuban revolution inspired and influenced the American Left from the 1960s 
through the end of the Cold War 

 
 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Chapter 4 explores the Cuban diaspora. 
• Highlights the following historical topics throughout the book: Antonio Maceo Brigade, the 

Venceremos Brigade, U.S. political exiles in Cuba, Assata Shakur, and the FBI’s campaign to 
discredit the Cuba solidarity activists. 
 
 
 

Teishan A. Latner (Ph.D., University of Califronia, Irvine, 2013) is assistant professor of history at 
Philadelphia University. Latner’s published works include an article published in Oxford University 
Press’s Diplomatic History. Addtionally, Latern serves as one of the go-to sources for journalists at the 
Washington Post who are writing about Assata Shakur and other Americans who hav3e sought asylum 
in Cuba. 
 
 
 
“Latner’s account of a critical aspect of Cuban-American relations and of the history of the American 
Left is a remarkable scholarly achievement. Scholars of the international Left will read this book with 
great interest. At the same time, I would expect that this well-written and compelling book would find an 
audience with the thousands of activists who participated in the Venceremos Brigade and related pro-
Cuban projects. Latner has written an engaging, pathbreaking work of international history.” --David 
Farber, author of The Age of Great Dreams 



 

 

Porous Borders 
Multiracial Migrations and the Law in the U.S.-Mexico 
Borderlands 
 
Author: Julian Lim 
Publication Date: November 13, 2017 
Description: estimated 304 pages, 7 halftones, 3 tables, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Traces the migration of Mexican, Chinese, and African American immigrants across the U.S.-
Mexican border in the late 19th century and explores how the region transformed into an internal 
hub of economic and human activity as a result 

 
• Examines Mexican history regarding migration, racial ideologies, and the development of 

immigration law and policies, while also including the histories of blacks and Chinese  
 

• Balances archival sources from both sides of the border (United States and Mexico) 
 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Chapter 1 examines Mexican migration and colonization policies during the 19th century. 
• Chapter 1 also explores the role of Ciudad Juárez in migration. 
• Chapter 4 narrows in on specific moments from Mexico’s history including the Mexican 

Revolution, the American Expedition in Mexico (1916-1917), and Mexico’s anti-Chinese 
violence. 

• Chapter 5 discusses Mexican immigration laws and policies during the 1920s and the 1930s. 
 
 

 
 

Julian Lim (Ph.D., Cornell University, 2013) is assistant professor of history at Arizona State 
University. 
 
 
 
“With lucid prose and binational archival depth, Julian Lim illuminates a key era and location in 
borderlands history. Starting with the cartographic expedition of 1848, Lim traces the construction of the 
El Paso–Juarez area as a political and economic engine of empire and border control and the ways that 
its multiracial, mixed-race denizens contested this process. Full of previously untold stories, this book 
stands to remap our understanding of the border.” --Rachel Ida Buff, University of Wisconsin–
Milwaukee 
 
“What makes this study original is its substantive inclusion of Chinese, Black, and Mexicano histories 
within a single frame. Lim’s innovative treatment of this material will push immigration and race 
historians to consider longer chronologies and dynamics at play in the borderlands.” -Kelly Lytle 
Hernández, author of City of Inmates 



 

 

 

No More Work 
Why Full Employment Is a Bad Idea 
 
Author: James Livingston 
Publication Date: October 3, 2016 
Description: 128 pages, notes 
 
Key Points:  

• Asserts that the prospect of full employment is gone for good 
 
• Examines how our society might endure an increasingly job-scarce future 

 
• Explores the past and future of labor, vividly sketching how Americans 

came to regard work as the only way to create our identities, how the 
promise of full employment fell apart in the run-up to the Great Depression, and how we will define 
our lives once we finally accept that the jobs we used to rely on simply aren’t coming back 

 
• Serves as both an elegy for the value of an old-fashioned job and a thought experiment charting a 

new America, after “work” 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• For three centuries, we have believed that the labor market is the site on which character is built and 
incomes are allocated rationally. The beliefs have made us stupid—unable to see beyond “full 
employment” as the cure-all for what ails us. We can’t rely on the job to keep us busy or make us 
whole. What then? Why do we want to work, and what happens when we can’t? Do we grow up, or 
do we pledge allegiance to a work ethic that has enslaved us? 

• Livingston minces no words—he wants to start an argument about work, and he will happily engage 
all comers. 
 

Audio rights to Blackstone Audio (2016) 
 

 
James Livingston (Ph.D., Northern Illinois, 1980) is professor of history at Rutgers University-New 
Brunswick. He is the author of Origins of the Federal Reserve System: Money, Class, and Corporate 
Capitalism (Cornell University Press, 1986); Pragmatism and the Political Economy of Cultural Revolution, 
1850–1940 (University of North Carolina Press, 1994); Pragmatism, Feminism, and Democracy: Rethinking 
the Politics of American History (Routledge, 2001); The World Turned Inside Out: American Thought and 
Culture at the End of the 20th Century (Rowman & Littlefield, 2009); and Against Thrift: Why Consumer 
Culture is Good for the Economy, the Environment, and Your Soul (Basic Books, 2011). 
 
 
“Reading No More Work, I get a glimpse of what it must be like to have Jim Livingston as a teacher. Here we 
are treated to exhilarating leaps of the historical imagination—from the Bible to Daniel Bell—cushioned by a 
sensibility that is as radical as reality itself. I read this book in one sitting, but, like the best books, it will sit 
with me long after the sitting is done.” --Corey Robin, Brooklyn College and the City University of New York 
Graduate Center 
 
"Pack[s] a verbal blow against all those--on the Right and the Left--who continue to kneel in adoration 
in the Chapel of Work." --Dissident Voices 



 

 

Consuming Japan 
Popular Culture and the Globalizing of 1980s America 
 
Author: Andrew C. McKevitt 
Publication Date: October 9, 2017 
Description: estimated 288 pages, 16 halftones, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Examines the average American’s relationship with Japanese culture 
during the late 1970s through the early 1990s and how consumerism shaped it 

 
• Focuses on the influences of Japan in creating a new world view for Americans following the 

Cold War 
 

• Only published book to analyze the cultural relations between the U.S. and Japan during the 
1970s and 1980s 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Examines the influence of Japanese products, ideas, and people on the culture of the United 
States during the 1980s. 

• Explores the impact that Japanese companies like Honda and Sony had on the relationship 
between Japan and the United States. 

• Chapter 5 looks into the spread and popularity of sushi. 
• Chapter 7 focuses on the influence of Japanese anime on American culture.  

 
 

 
 

Andrew C. McKevitt (Ph.D., Temple University, 2009) is assistant professor of history at Louisiana 
Tech University. McKevitt was awarded the Stuart L. Bernath Scholarly Article Prize from the Society 
for Historians of American Foreign Relations in 2011. 
 
 
 
"This provocative, timely, and well-written book offers abundant insights and is sophisticated in its own 
right. Consuming Japan truly merits a wide audience--one that is both scholarly and public." -Thomas 
W. Zeiler, University of Colorado 



 

 

 

Your Health, Your Decisions 
How to Work with Your Doctor to Become a  
Knowledge-Powered Patient 
 
Author: Robert Alan McNutt, M.D. 
Publication Date: September 6, 2016 
Description: 168 pages, 5 figures, 3 tables, notes, index 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Applies a universal approach to making medical decisions 
 
• Useful for patients in any country or health system 
 
• Empowers patients to ask critical questions of their physicians as they take a stronger hand in 

their own care 
 

• Provides a clear explanation of the statistics behind clinical trials 
 

• Written by a doctor who counsels patients as they face medical decisions 
 

• Includes specific scenarios that commonly baffle patients 
 

• Helps patients understand their options and the tools available for assessing the risks and 
benefits of different treatments 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Part 1 discusses the author’s medical decision-making journey. 
• Part 2 provides reasons for why patients must be the primary decision-maker. 
• Part 3 helps you understand medical studies and evidence. 
• Part 4 teaches you how to use the math of medical decision-making. 
• Part 5 helps patients make decisions and provides examples of patients making choices. 
• Part 6 explains how to find medical evidence. 
• Part 7 details how to work with your physician to make your own choices. 

 
 

Audio rights to Blackstone Audio (2016) 
 

 
Robert Alan McNutt, M.D. (M.D., Michigan State University, 1975) is the Chief of the Section on 
Patient Safety Research at Rush University Medical Center, and Associate Editor of the Journal of the 
American Medical Association. 
 
 
“Assist[s] patients with making informed, knowledgeable health care treatment choices. . . . A valuable 
supplemental text for advanced nursing students, physician assistant students, and medical students. 
Recommended.” --CHOICE 



 

 

American Tropics 
The Caribbean Roots of Biodiversity Science 
 
Author: Megan Raby 
Publication Date: November 13, 2017 
Description: estimated 336 pages, 29 halftones, 2 maps, 1 tables 
notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Traces the history of biodiversity back to its conception and examines 
how it developed out of ecological field work in the Caribbean during the 20th century expansion 
of U.S. power 
 

• Explores the intersection of science and empire that occurred in the field stations established by 
American scientists during the Spanish-American War, the construction of the Panama Canal, 
and the anticolonial movement in the 1960s and 1970s 
 

• A fascinating story of American scientists' forays into field research in the tropics. It's accessible, 
well-written, and Includes lovely photographs that capture the excitement and sheer wildness of 
the setting 
 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• The geographical focus of each chapter is as follows: Chapter 1 (Jamaica and the British 
Empire); Chapter 2 (Cuba, Guyana, and the British Empire); Chapter 3 (Panama); Chapter 4 
(Panama, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, and Brazil); and Chapter 5 (Panama and Costa Rica). 

• In an era where global warming threatens mass extinction, this book shows how the concept of 
biodiversity came to be considered important-- in fact, how it came to be conceived of in the first 
place. 

• Includes little-known stories of thinkers that are still renowned today-- most notably, E.O. 
Wilson. 

• This is a boundary crossing history, of interest to historians of science, environmental historians, 
Latin American and Caribbean historians, and general-interest science readers. 
 

 
 

Megan Raby (Ph.D., University of Wisconsin, Madison, 2012) is assistant professor of history at the 
University of Texas at Austin. Her other publications include articles in Isis and Environmental History. 

  
 
“The first book to situate the rise of the scientific concept of biodiversity within its larger circum-
Caribbean context, American Tropics is a sophisticated and compelling journey through the research 
practices at field stations outside the U.S. mainland in Cuba, Jamaica, Guyana, and Panama. Using 
these stations as launching points, Raby skillfully shows the strategic and serendipitous ways these 
encounters mapped onto political and economic imperial pursuits.  Such insights will echo through our 
understandings of tropical life as a resource for generations to come.” --Emily Wakild, author of 
Revolutionary Parks 



 

 

Archives of Dispossession 
Recovering the Testimonios of Mexican American 
Herederas, 1848–1960 
 
Author: Karen R. Roybal 
Publication Date: September 11, 2017 
Description: estimated 192 pages, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Focuses on the impact that land dispossession had on women  
shedding light on the role that gender, as well as race, played in land claims 

 
• Explores how Mexican women fought back against the removal of their rights 

 
• Draws form a variety of sources including testimonies, legal land records, personal letters, and 

literary works 
 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Discusses the history of land grants, an essential aspect to understand Mexico’s borderland 
history, throughout the book. 

• Explores the stories of women who were either descendant of Mexicans or Spanish military 
families. 

• The book bridges the histories of the United States and Mexico both before and after the 
Mexican-American War (1864-1848) in relation to the borderland region. 
 

 
 
Karen R. Roybal (Ph.D., University of New Mexico, 2011) is assistant professor of Southwest studies 
at Colorado College. She received her PhD in American Studies from the University of New Mexico. 
Her published work includes articles in the peer-reviewed journals Aztlán: A Journal of Chicano 
Studies; Southwestern American Literature; and Culture, Theory and Critique.  
 
 
 
"A much-needed reexamination of Latino/a literary history, Archives of Dispossession offers fresh 
insights into the literary imaginary of early Chicana/Mexican authors." -Maria E. Cotera, University of 
Michigan 
 
"Through a focus on archives, 'herederas,' and testimonios, the author weaves together disparate 
authors since 1848 in an original critical framework that is at once innovative, provocative, and feminist. 
A bona fide contribution to Chicana/o literary studies." -José Aranda Jr., Rice University 



 

 

The Power and Politics of Art in 
Postrevolutionary Mexico 
 
Author: Stephanie J. Smith 
Publication Date: December 22, 2017 
Description: estimated 288 pages, 12 halftones, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Explores the relationship between radical Mexican artists and the 
postrevolutionary Mexican state from the 1920s-1950s 

 
• Draws from both artists’ private collections and recently released documents from the Mexican 

Internal intelligence agencies in order to understand the interdependent relationship of cultural 
production and politics 

 
• Analyzes the role of Mexican women artists in leftist politics 

 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Features the following artists: Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera, David Alfaro Siqueiros,Tina Modotti, 
María Izquierdo, and Vittorio Vidali throughout the book. 

• Examines Mexico’s printmakers, including the Taller de Gráfica Popular or the Popular Graphic 
Workshop. 
 
 

 
 

 
Stephanie J. Smith (Ph.D., State University of New York at Stony Brook, 2002) is associate professor 
of Latin American and Mexican history at The Ohio State University. She is the author of Gender and 
the Mexican Revolution: Yucatan Women and the Realities of Patriarchy (University of North Carolina 
Press, 2009). Stephanie Smith is a trained artist herself.  
 
 
"Far reaching, pathbreaking, and ambitious, Stephanie Smith‘s book is the first to fully recognize the 
many contributions of numerous women in the intellectual, artistic, and political circles of 1920s and 30s 
Mexico City--revealing their marginalization by both the right and the left. Perhaps most important, she 
productively expands the concept of culture in postrevolutionary Mexico. Required reading." --Ben 
Fallaw, Colby College 
 
"A valuable introduction to the lives and works of Mexican artists during the epic postrevolutionary 
period--nothing else comes close to its scope. Stephanie Smith is the first historian to place the 
relationship between artists and Mexican Communism at center stage. Tracing the complicated and 
changing relationships that bound artists to the Communist movement, she shows why politics 
mattered for the state, artists, and, more generally, radical intellectuals." --Barry Carr, La Trobe 
University 



 

 

Religious Freedom 
The Contested History of an American Ideal 
 
Author: Tisa Wenger 
Publication Date: October 2, 2017 
Description: estimated 320 pages, notes, bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• Carefully argued and provocative exploration of the history of religious 
freedom in the context of early colonization in the United States 

•  
• Shows how the voices of Filipinos, Native American, African Americans, Jews, Catholics, and 

Protestants influence religious freedom 
 

• Introduces the concept of “religious freedom talk” – the cultural debate, discussion, and 
discourse on religious freedom  
 

• Examines how the American ideal of religious freedom was interrelated with the politics of race 
and empire 
 

 
Notes from the Author: 

• Chapter 1 explores how religious freedom was used to rationalize imperial conquest during the 
U.S. debates surrounding the Spanish-American War and the subsequent colonization of the 
Philippines. 

• Chapter 2 analyzes how Filipinos, Moros, and American officials used the ideal of religious 
freedom to navigate the power dynamics of the U.S.’s imperial rule. 

• Phillipines very important in current discussions of America’s history of imperialism. 
 
 
 

Tisa Wenger (Ph.D, Princeton University, 2002) is associate professor of American religious history at 
Yale Divinity School and associate professor of American studies at Yale University. Wenger is the 
author of We Have a Religion: The 1920s Pueblo Indian Dance Controversy and American Religious 
Freedom (University of North Carolina Press, 2009) and she has published articles in peer-reviewed 
journals including Journal of American Academy of Religion; History of Religions; Journal of the 
Southwest; and Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion. In the summer of 2010, Wenger won the 
Griswold Research Award at Yale University. 
 
 
 
"Theoretically informed, brilliantly argued, clearly organized, carefully evidenced, beautifully written, and 
wonderfully textured, Religious Freedom is an important book. Exploring the triangulation of religion, 
race, and empire--and how they are mutually shaped--Tisa Wenger has advanced our understanding of 
the dilemma of religious freedom."  --David Chidester, author of Empire of Religion: Imperialism and 
Comparative Religion 
 



 

 

 

The Art and Science of Aging Well 
A Physician’s Guide to a Healthy Body, Mind, and Spirit  
 
Author: Mark E. Williams, M.D. 
Publication Date: August 8, 2016 
Description: 240 pages, 5 halftones, 3 tables, 5 charts, notes, index 

 
 

Key Points: 
• Provides a realistic and helpful portrait of aging and useful information 

for our self-improvement and conscious evolution 
 

• Celebrates the personal and social significance of old age and our 
intrinsic value as human beings 
 

• Asserts that we can influence the quality life as we age and combat outdated “ageist” ideas 
 

• Suggests five different steps to enhancing the quality of life for those approaching old age and 
for those who are caring for their elderly 
 

• Promotes preventative health rather than interpretation of symptoms 
 
Notes from the Author: 

• Part 1 provides an explanation of why we age, dispels myths about aging, and gives the views 
of aging throughout history.  

• Part 2 details ways to challenge your body as you age. 
• Part 3 shares ways to challenge your intellect as you age. 
• Part 4 discusses maintaining emotional health. 
• Part 5 discusses the importance of nurturing your spirit. 

 
Complex Chinese rights to Commonwealth Publishing (2017) 

Korean rights to Hyeonamsa (2016) 
South Asian rights to Speaking Tiger Press, India (2016) 

Audio rights to Tantor Audio (2016) 
 

Mark E. Williams (M.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1976) is a national leader in the 
field of geriatrics. Dr. Williams has helped shape the clinical diagnosis and treatment of elderly people 
in order to promote health and independence. He’s the author of many articles, and The American 
Geriatric Society’s Complete Guide to Aging and Health (Crown Publishing Group, 1995). 
 
“A surprisingly inspiring look at aging for both older people and those who love them.” --Library Journal 
 
"[An] information-packed overview, [that] both encourages us and shows us how to make ourselves as 
fit, and the years ahead as fulfilling, as possible."--The Wall Street Journal 
 
“I know of no other work in our field on the aging process which provides such impressive scholarship 
and insight....This compelling, concise and informative book will be of great utility for older and middle-
aged persons who are concerned about their own aging process.” --William B. Applegate, Sticht Center 
on Aging, Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center 



 

 

The Herds Shot Round the World 
Native Breeds and the British Empire, 1800–1900 
 
Author: Rebecca J. H. Woods 
Publication Date: November 6, 2017 
Description: estimated 256 pages, 22 halftones, 2 tables, notes, 
bibliography, index 
 
 
 
Key Points: 

• In a far from dry history of sheep and cows, Woods redeems the 
everyday subjects of mutton and beef by identifying their profound importance to the economics 
and environments of empire, making the case that you can’t understand history without also 
thinking about sheep 
 

• Analyzes the politics of imperialism alongside the biological consequences of introducing 
various breeds of British livestock 
 

• Models a methodologically innovative, transnational history that seeks to change the field of 
Environmental History 
 

• Multi-archival, incredibly erudite study draws from sources in the United Kingdom, New Zealand, 
and Australia and will be of interests to historians of empire, historians of science, 
environmental historians, and more 

 
 

Notes from the Author: 
• Chapter 2 discusses merino sheep, which were particularly important during the 18th and 19th 

centuries in France. 
• Chapter 4 examines Corriedale sheep from New Zealand. 

 
 

 
 

Rebecca J. H. Woods (Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2013) is assistant professor of 
history at the University of Toronto. Woods received the Benjamin Siegel Writing Prize from MIT in 
2013. Her previous publications include an article titled “Breed, culture, and economy: The New 
Zealand frozen meat trade, 1880-1914” in the Agricultural History Review. 
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