
Awards FAQ 
 

 
What awards should I request my book be submitted for? 
Whether you are a first-time author or a scholar who is branching into a new field, you might 
have questions about what awards are relevant for your book. Unfortunately, there’s no master 
list of awards that you can browse, but here are some tips to help you find awards that might fit 
your book. 

• Look at awards won by books that are comparable to yours.  
• Look at awards offered by organizations that you are a member of and/or whose 

meetings you attend. Ex. Organization of American Historians 
• If you still need help finding suggestions, reach out to your editor and/or the awards 

coordinator. 
o As a general rule of thumb, edited collections and revised editions are ineligible 

for most awards. Additionally, we do not generally submit our guidebooks for 
awards. 

 
Best Practices for Filling Out the Awards Section of your Marketing AQ 

• Be specific. Please be sure to list the award name, the sponsoring organization, and a 
link to the award’s webpage. 

• Do your research. Please be sure to take the time to ensure your book is eligible. 
o Membership Requirements: Some organizations require current membership in 

the organization in order for your book to be eligible. Most organization will 
allow you to join if your membership is not current. If you have questions about 
when your membership will need to be current by, please contact the awards 
coordinator.  

• Some awards, especially those in sociology related fields, do not allow for the publisher 
to make the submission. Please still feel free to list those awards on your Marketing AQ 
and indicate that is the case. Although we cannot make the submission on your behalf, 
we might be able to assist you with books (see the section below on self-nominations). 

 
Special Awards and Circumstances 

• There are a handful of awards where we submit a limited number of books. Those 
awards include, but are not limited to, the Albert J. Beveridge Award, the John H. 
Dunning Prize, the National Book Award, and the Pulitzer Prize. We determine which 
books to submit through conversations involving our entire acquisitions team as well as 
our marketing director and our director. While you are free to indicate that you are 
interested in being considered for these awards, please be aware we may not be able to 
accommodate those requests.  

• UNC Press largely does not submit books to awards that are international based or 
awards that have fees. 

 
 



How do submissions work? 
Around your date of publication, you will receive your marketing roundup that will include a list 
of awards that the press intends to submit your book for. Unless indicated otherwise, the 
awards coordinator will handle the submission for you in full. On occasion, the awards 
coordinator may be in touch to ask for additional information or input when it comes to an 
award submission.  
 
How do submissions work for awards where I need to self-nominate? 
As mentioned above, there are awards where the publisher is unable to submit your book on 
your behalf. If the awards coordinator has expressed to you either through email and/or 
through your marketing roundup that the press is willing to provide books as long as you 
handle the submission, here is how to go about that.  

• Please review the awards requirements carefully, noting the submissions requirements 
and timeline. 

• Contact the awards coordinator at least three weeks in advance of the deadline with the 
shipping information to ensure sufficient time for books to be delivered. 

• When submitting your nomination: 
o Via email: please copy the awards coordinator and indicate that the press will be 

sending the books. 
o Via mail: please include the awards coordinator’s contact information in the 

nomination letter and indicate that the press will be sending the books. 
• It is your responsibility to ensure that your book is submitted for these awards. 

 
What happens if I come across additional awards? 
If you come across additional awards that you would like your book submitted for, please reach 
out to the awards coordinator to let them know. We cannot promise that we’ll be able to add 
any additional submissions, but we are happy to consider.  
 
What is the normal timetable for awards submissions? 
Generally speaking, the bulk of submissions begin in the fall (late September/early October) for 
books published during the current calendar year and continue through to the following 
summer.  
 
Please feel free to reach out to Ann Bingham, the Exhibits and Awards Coordinator, at 
ann.bingham@uncpress.org with any questions you still have related to awards.  
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